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Photo: Ansel Adams. The Tetons and the Snake River (1942) Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming. National Archives and 
Records Administration, Records of the National Park Service. (79-AAG-1)

RIVERS
Throughout human time, rivers have 
offered the essential water that man 
requires for life itself, as well as a 
source of food.  Rivers have made 
transportation of humans and goods 
possible as well as provided a source of 
power. With their great natural beauty, 
rivers have inspired writers and artists 
throughout time.  Average people have 
always found peace and recreation along 
the banks and in the water of rivers.

Since the earliest times, humans have 
lived by rivers and the great civilizations 
have grown up around river banks.  The 
ancient people of Egypt owed their life 
to the Nile, as did the generations of 
people who lived in Mesopotamia in the 
Middle East.  

Today the great cites of the world are 
also know by their neighboring rivers.  
For example, Manhattan, the great North 
American city is flanked by two rivers: 
the Hudson and the East River.  
Paris, a city in Europe which has seen 
much history, sits on either side of the 
Seine River.  In South America, the vast 
area of the Amazon enhances 
settlements of all sizes in its huge 
watershed.  

In the wilderness, rivers are no less important: they support and 
create ecosystems for all kinds of animals, insects and plant life. 

Some rivers and the environments around them have suffered in the 
modern age, with industrial deposits of waste and other kinds of 

pollution.  Sometimes the attempts to dam and redirect water has 
made surrounding wildlife suffer.  Today environmentalists are 

working to restore affected rivers areas to a cleaner and more 
habitable state for both humans and wildlife.  



RIVER TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS

It is impossible to talk about rivers, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to rivers.  
Here are just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

RIVER  A natural flowing stream, most often fresh water, that moves towards a sea, a lake, and 
ocean or another river.  

SOURCE The furthest point of a river away from its mouth, at its origin or beginning. 

MOUTH  The part of a river that flows into another body of water.

WATERSHED or DRAINAGE BASIN An area of land where all the surface water drains into a 
larger body of water.  Smaller streams join larger ones that eventually lead to a lake or ocean.

ESTUARY An area of water where a river joins the ocean.  Here there is brackish water: a mix of 
freshwater and saline, or salty, seawater.

FLOODING  This occurs when excess water causes a river to overflow its banks.  Snow melt or 
extreme precipitation can cause flooding.

DELTA  A landform that is caused by the gradual build up of sediment carried by a river where the 
river flows into another large body of water, like an estuary,the ocean, sea or reservoir.  

The following presentation is an introduction to the YANGTZE RIVER, 
one of the world’s great rivers, with some information about mapping, geography, 

 and animals of its surrounding area. 

RIVER TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS

It is impossible to talk about rivers, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to rivers.  
Here are just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

  A natural flowing stream, most often fresh water, that moves towards a sea, a lake, and 

 The furthest point of a river away from its mouth, at its origin or beginning. 

  The part of a river that flows into another body of water.
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The Yangtze River

This large Chinese river, the Yangtze, is 
also known as Chang Jiang. 

The Yangtze River has a very unique 
standing in comparison to other rivers. 

There is no river that flows in one single 
country that is longer than Yangtze River.  

The Yangtze is also the third longest 
river in the world.  The river flows 

eastward, with many large tributaries 
that contribute to its huge flow of water.

The Yangtze is surrounded by a third of 
the population of China.  The largest 

hydroelectric plant in the world is located 
on the Yangtze River.

The Yangtze flows through several 
different topographical areas on its long 
course.  The headwaters of the river are 
located in the high Tibetan mountains in 

the west.  The river meanders down 
through lower mountains towards the an 

area of very large lakes.  If finally 
reaches the delta at the coast of the 

East China Sea.  
Professor Earthworm

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!
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The Tanggula Mountains are located in the Tibetan 

Plateau in the Qinghai province of China.

  The source of the Yangtze River is located in these 

mountains.  

Map: TUBS, Wikipedia Commons

MATH MOMENT!

The Yangtze River 
is 6,300 kilometers 
long.  How many 
MILES long is this?  

ON THE 
MAP!

Map of Quinghai provinceThis is a GLACIER in the Tanggula mountain range.



The Yangtze River flows 
from the Tanggula 
Mountains to the East 
China Sea, which is part 
of the Pacific Ocean.

ON THE 
MAP!

The city of Shanghai is 

the last major city that 

the Yangtze flows by in 

its course to the sea.  

Based on population, 

Shanghai is the largest 

city in China.Find a detailed map of the Yangtze River and list some other 
major cities that are located along its total length.



I didn’t know turtles could have a soft shell!

Giant Softshell Turtle 
Also known as the Yangtze Giant Turtle, this 
reptile is native to Asia.  This rare animal is 
extremely close to extinction: it is actually 
believed that there are only 4 known to be 
alive in the wild.  Before becoming critically 
endangered, it could be found in the Yangtze 
River and in lakes and ponds around the river.  

These are the largest turtles that can be 
found in fresh water.  They can be about 
3-1/2 feet long and 2-1/2 feet wide, and 
weighing about 150 pounds.  Like other 

softshell turtles their shells are leathery and 
less rigid than other more common hardshell 
turtles.  These turtles have speckled heads 
and snouts that resemble a pig.  They are 
considered omnivorous because they feed 

on both plants and fish.   

Some factors that have contributed to their 
endangerment have been habitat loss, 
consumption by humans, and the use of 

their shells for medicine. 
Currently they are being heavily protected 
but unless they can start producing fertile 

eggs, they will become extinct 
in the near future.



SPELLING WORDS
snout

carapace
hydroelectric

fertile
endangered
contribute

Tibetan

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and 

define these words!

hydroelectric
freshwater
ecosystem
longevity
extinction
tributary

delta
topographic

gorge

YANGTZE RIVER
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH 
LANDFORMS AND WATER. Label both the 

Yangtze and the Yellow Rivers

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE 
TO YOUR MAP! DO THE ACTIVITIES AND 

COLOR
THE GIANT SOFTSHELL 

TURTLE

Giant Softshell Turtle
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Giant Softshell Turtle 



Photo:  Tan Wei Liang Byorn Creative Commons

The Three Gorges Area of the Yangtze 
River is a spectacular place to visit! It is 
located in the Hubai Province of China.  

THREE GORGES AREA 
on the 
YANGTZE RIVER!

These photos are proof of 
the spectacular way the 
Yangtze River moves in the 
area known as the 
The Three Gorges.

Type to enter text

Photo: Carla Antonini, Creative Commons
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FROM 
THE 
PAST!

Travelers have always been 
fascinated by China.  This poster from 
the 1930’s was encouraging Western 
tourists to explore the beauty of 
China’s Three Gorges area

If you were a tourist in the 1930s. you 
would have had to travel to Shanghai 
first, to reach the Yangtze River.   

If you were an American, how would 
you get to this famed city?  
What would your luggage look like?  
What kinds of clothes would men and 
women wear?  

Write an essay describing a trip of this 
kind, inspired by the poster and life in 

the 1930s!



This dam, part of the 
world’s largest 

hydroelectric plant 
built in this area, has 

been the cause of many 
issues that are causing 

problems.

Can you write a short 
essay about this:

What kinds of changes 
have happened in this 

area since the building 
of the plant?

  Why are the citizens 
of the world 
concerned? 

The Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River is the largest hydroelectric 
plant in the world, and was completed in 2012. 

It produces a huge amount of electricity for the people of China.  It 
was also hoped that the dam would help water traffic and shipping 
on the Yangtze River by holding up water that can cause flooding on 
the lower sections of the river. 

Photo: Le Grand Poetage, Creative Commons.

CONTROLLING THE RIVER...
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DESPITE ALL OBSTACLES: 
LASALLE AND THE CONQUEST OF THE 

MISSISSIPPI 
by Joan Elizabeth Goodman

La Salle made his way from Eastern Canada to the 
Great Lakes traveling by canoe down the Mississippi 

to the Gulf of Mexico. This vast unexplored 
wilderness was controlled by the fierce Iroquois. 

Through one setback after another, La Salle kept on 
going.  Part adventure, part biography, this book is 

the fascinating story of this stubborn and 
courageous man !

THE LAST RIVER: JOHN WESLEY POWELL & 
THE COLORADO RIVER EXPLORING 

EXPEDITION 
by Stuart Waldman

This book is an inspiring adventure that 
brings history to life. Major John Wesley 
Powell was a small, bookish, one-armed 

geology professor. Powell's twin passions -- 
adventure and scientific exploration -- drew 

him to the Colorado River.  
Excerpts from journals of crew members 

personalize the gripping text. Original 
paintings and a fold-out map allows the 

reader to simultaneously follow the 
expedition's route and its adventures.

RIVER READING!
BOOKS ABOUT RIVER EXPEDITIONS ARE INSPIRING!   

CHILDREN OF THE YANGTZE RIVER 
BY OTTO SVEND

Mei Mei and Chang's life in their Chinese 
village takes a drastic turn after Yangtze 
River begins to rise and sweeps the 
houses, trees, animals, and people along 
its path.



A young Indian 
woman, 
accompanied by her 
infant and cruel 
husband, 
experiences joy and 
heartbreak when she 
joins the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition 
seeking a way to the 
Pacific

Streams to the River, River 
to the sea: a novel of 
Sacagawea 

by Scott O'Dell

We're Sailing Down the Nile 

We're Roaming in the Rainforest: An Amazon Adventure

         both  by Laurie Krebs



Yukon River 
Ghost: A Girl's 
Ghost Town 
Adventure 
by Keith Halliday

An idyllic Yukon 
River trip turns into a 
mysterious adventure 
as the kids discover a 
gold rush ghost town 
that seems to have a 
ghost!

Along Alaska's Great 
River 
by
Frederick Scwhatka
A great river expedition.....

DOWN THE YUKON
by Will Hobbs  

The great race across Alaska!
As Dawson City goes up in 
flames, Jason Hawthorn 
itches to join the new rush 
for gold in Nome, 1,700 
miles away.






