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This vista of the
beautiful Valley
of the Ten
Peaks, in the
Canadian
Rockies, is a fine
example of why
mountains
inspire our sense
of wonder!
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People throughout human history have been fascinated with mountains. Their
majesty and size fills us with wonder! Mountains have inspired religion and
mythology. They are the setting for stories, tall tales and literature. Men and women
have set out on adventures and accomplish epic feats in mountainous terrain. For
the average person, they provide places for sport activities and vacations!

A mountain is one of our planet’s major landforms. A group of mountains forms
what is called a range. Mountains are areas of earth that rise up sharply in peaks or
mounded shapes, with different elevations.

Mountains can be small or large, and are formed in several ways. When the tectonic

plates of the earth’s surface move towards each other and crumble, they caused the

earth to rise in peaks. When this movement of plates allow the hot magna beneath
the earth’s surface to rise up, volcanic peaks are formed.

The height of mountains are measured from sea level. Low altitude mountains can
support vegetation year round and the highest peaks have only snow and cold.
Mountains are home to a wide variety of plants and animals, and humans have

adapted to living around and on mountains.

This presentation is a small introduction to the URAL MOUNTAINS, one of the
world’s great mountain ranges, with some information about mapping, geography,
people and animals of this mountainous region.



It is impossible to talk about MOUNTAINS, or learn about them,
without knowing some terms that relate fo MOUNTAINS.
Nt

Here are just a few terms! Can you come up with other tern

RANGE A range is a group of mountains that are geographically related.
Sometimes a large mountain range is made up of many smaller ranges.

SUMMIT The highest point of a mountain.

ELEVATION The elevation of a place is often described as its height above
sea level. A mountain’s elevation is determined by its highest point, or
summit.

SEA LEVEL This is a base measurement for determining the height of
mountains. The seas and oceans of the world vary slightly in height due to
weather and geography so Sea Level is an average called “Local Mean Sea
Level”

RIDGE A chain of mountains whose upper section form a continuous line
over a distance.
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with guidelines about making a map,
as well as some information about its
geograp yeople and animals.
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Make a compass rose for your map
by following the directions HERE!
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I am Professor Earthworm!
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in the Northern URAL MOUNTAINS
there is a large area of TAIGA. This

area has subarctic temperatures. In

the URALS, the predominant trees The TAIGA, or boreal forest, is a forested

are spruces, pines and larches. area that occurs below the TUNDRA in the
high northern latitudes of the world.

It is sometimes referred fo as a “sub-polar”
days above freezing in this area. region. This forest can be found in North
America: in Canada, Alaska and parts of the
states near the Great Lakes and in northern
New England. It also stretches through the
taiga forest shown above is located northern parts of Scandinavia, Europe and
Asia. The TAIGA is the coldest area where

: major vegetation -- mostly trees -- will grow.
Russia and Europe. The season when days that are above

Yugyd Va National Park is located in freezing is very short. Only very cold
temperature-resistant trees grow there.

Usually there are only about 108

The vista of the Ural Mountains and

in the largest national park in both

the Komia Republic.
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The Ural Owl can be found in Northern Asia and Europe.
These medium to large size owls have light grey plumage streaked with
white feathers. Despite their almost cute appearance, these birds are
ferocious hunters who are aggressive when protecting their territory.
They have been know to attack humans who come too close to them!

_ Ural owls prey on small mammals and some birds. Unlike most |

| other owls, the Ural Owl is not completely nocturnal and they sometimes §

" choose to hunt during the day. i
They live primarily in woodlands and forests.
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COLOR AND LABEL THE
SPELLING WORDS MAP. ig;“&f:goms VOCABULARY WORDS
Turn your map over and define
flight ADD A COMPASS ROSE these words!
L TO YOUR MAP! DO THE
Scandinavia ACTIVITIES AND COLOR territory
rodent THE URAL OWL nocturnal
conifer plumage
latitude aggressive
hollow
purpgseful woodland
moist deciduous
hatch taiga
avain conifer
r-apfor‘ Siberia
(. kilometer
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This photo at left, from the
Library of Congress, shows
miners working in the Ural

Mountains in the year 1910.

Although we have no details
about this photo or the people
in it, it clearly depicts a
difficult life with no machinery
except horse drawn carts. Both
men and women seem to be
involved in the mining and
gathering of minerals.

Do some research to find some of the minerals that are mined in the
Urals! List ten important ones and describe what uses they have!




Up On Den all by Shelley Gill and Shannon Cartwright

Alsska’s Wild Mountain

From its origins as a trick played by Raven
(the scientific version involving plate

tectonics is also included) to the flora and
fauna and human explorations, this colorful
children's book reveals every facet of Alaska's
great Denali Mountain. This book is full of fun
and fascinating information.
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§ Julie of the Wolves
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My Si(le 0 f the
Mountain *w

The dassic 1t01Y
of wilderness swrsival

by Jean Craighead George

Sam Gribley is unhappy living in New York
City with his family, so he runs away to the
Catskill Mountains to live in the wood, by
himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord,
forty dollars, and some flint and steel, he
intends to survive on his own.

Sam learns about courage, danger, and
independence during his year in the
wilderness, a year that changes his life
forever.
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World Above the Clouds: A
Story of a Himalayan
Ecosystem

by Ann Whitehead Nagda

High in the snow-covered Himalayan
peaks of northern India, a snow leopard
has left the care of her mother and now
must hunt and fend for herself. In the
first few days alone she competes for her
meals with a red fox, a bearded vulture,
and even nearby villagers.

by Joanna Spyri

At the age of five, little orphan Heidi is sent
to live with her grandfather in the Alps.
Everyone in the village is afraid of him, but
Heidi is fascinated by his long beard and
bushy grey eyebrows. She loves her life in
the mountains, playing in the sunshine and
growing up amongst the goats and birds. But
one terrible day, Heidi is collected by her
aunt and is made to live with a new family in
town. Heidi can't bear to be away from her
grandfather; can she find a way back up the
mountain, where she belongs?
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ARCTI OCEAN

. - MAP ACTIVITIES
1. Shade along the coastlines of the oceans Yy Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com
i and seas with a blue pendl. - YA
P d 2. Locate and label the countries, 2
capitals and major cities. < A
3. Draw in some additional rivers. ~A
S' 4. Color the EUROPE title. 2
) 3 3
THERE ARE MANY MOUNTAIN RANGES o
INEUROPE . DRAW THE ALPS £ .4
THE APPEN (NES , THE CARPATH(ANS, A i
Welcome to Europe! Europe is the sixth THE URAL MOUNTAINS AND THE A / Y
largest continent, only Australia is smaller. Norwegian Sea KJOLEN MOUNTAINS. - A ,)
Even though Europe is smaller in size than Faroe Lglowds A /
most continents, it has the second largest (D . DRAW MOUNTAINS LIKE 3"‘5‘ A A /.
number of people of any continent A A M\ M | 5 a #

The Arctic lies to the north and the
Mediterranean Sea to the south. The Atlantic
borders Europe on the west and the Ural
mountains separate Europe from the
continent of Asia in the east.

Russia is the largest country in Europe. It occupies more
than half of the land.

>

Russia sp The P
Climate varies in Europe. To the north, the o0y eRN Europe. The rest is cast of the Ural mountains in Asia
winters are long and cold; the summers are  (RELANP,
very short. Along the Mediterranean in the -~
south, winters are wet and mild, with long, S
hot summers.

In 1992, Russia became an independant state. Forma
was one of the 15 republics that made up the USSR, &
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
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The capital city of Russia is Moscow.
RussiA

There are more than 30 countries in Evrop
Because of the geography, many of these _
countries have access to oceans, seas and
waterways. Throughout history this has m.
trade and movement fairly easy, among
European countries as well as with Africa and
the Middle East.

Many languages are spoken in Europe and
each country has a distinct culture. Despite
these differences, countries in western Europe
have joined together to form a membership
called the European Community, or Common
Market. These countries feel that their
economic resources will be stronger together
than if they were separate.

ATLANTIC octx%

I LAsELLép y
SPAIN, 2

MARKED |Ts 4
CAPITAL @ Ankara There can be physical changes to the earth that
WITH A . L TUR K. E.y must be recorded. When erosian and storms
AND MADE ’ shange fragile coastlines, maps have to be re-
awn,
A Dot FOR THE i - B, 4 : T
crry THAT ’;ﬁjfp g . o ) i Sometimes maps have to be changed to show
THE OLYM! ol 3 . M —x % 4 - { man-made alterations. If a river is diverted or
TT's FUNTO A 5 a swamp is filled in, the map has to change
DRAW A AR‘“R also.
Né%\l : { N N g Often it is political change that alters the face
2 . > of a map. Recently, the changes in Europe have

kept mapmakers very busy. East Germany and
West Germany reunited. Russia and other
former Soviet republics became independant
countries.

’ /e : - e N More changes are yet to come, many in eastern
O == Europe. When you are labelling this map, be
\ sure youdare u:lin; current wureu;u(i:heck
» o ——0 maps and articles in newspapers a
Y A 9 magazines to see if boundary lines or names of
places have been altered or changed.




|

© w®

® ® N o & a

RUSSIA
Moscow
KAZAKHSTAN
Astana
UZBEKISTAN
TURKMENISTAN
Ashkhabad
KYRGYZSTAN
TAJIKISTAN
AN
JQRDAN
Amman
KUWAIT
Al Kiwait
BAHRAIN
N
OMAN
Muscat i
SAUDI ARABIA i
TURKEY \
Ankara
LEBANON
Boirut
EGYPT (Sinai Peninsula)
Cairo
ISRAEL
QATAR

SYRIA

vuuu

San'a’
PAKISTAN
NEPAL
INDIA

New
BHUTAN
BANGLADESH
AFGHANISTAN

Kabul

s & list of Aslan countries and their capitais:

BMescow
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SRI LANKA
Colombo
KAMPUCHEA (CAMBODIA)
Phooe Penh
MYANMAR
Yangon
LAOS
Vientiane
THAILAND
VIETNAM
Harox
cHiNA MAP KEY
MONGOLIA
Utan Bator @ Capital
NORTH KOREA (black)
Pycagyang
SOUTH KOREA | * Ciy
Seoul black)
JAPAN e
T
nlwo::: Mountains
Taipel (brown or green)
BRUNEI B
: Desert
INDONESIA ?
Jakarta (Sght brown)
MALAYSIA
Kisala Lumpur Forest
PHILIPPINES
SINGAPORE
River
PAPUA NEW GUINEA )
Port Moresby
ARMENIA
Yerevan
AZERBAWAN 49 GEORGIA
Baku Tibiisi
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i Earthwonn s Cartographic Activltles T
Your job of Asia. Refor 1o an atlas or encyciopedia. Be neat when labolng--
\-o.n.ppuﬂ Mmmm l\‘uh”hl‘yh’ best when
drawing in 3 y Sghtly 50 y foatures.
=4 Countries Locate and label Oceans and Seas With bive, Major Rivers Draw in and label Forest Draw in and label the
59 countries, lotheistatleh.  shade fvees: vast forest of Siberis.
1 the space is 100 small 1o il in the ©ocoans and seas. Label: Volga River
name, use the number assigned 10 w&m ﬂnl'mlﬂw Desert With a light brown pencil,
the country. For example, BHUTAN Ocean ver shade desert regions on the
has been labeled 26. Indlan Oceen. Euphrates River Gobl —
With smaller letters, label: Brahmaputra River Arablan Desert
Capitals and Cities Locato and  Black Sea Yangtze River
label each capkal on the map, # Casplan Sea Decoration To asd
5 Asso, # e Red Sea Mountains Draw in and label ecorative touch 10 your
locate and label othar ctios in oach M""“"m “‘“".' these map, coke the fobowing:
Himalayas ASIA titlo
country. Bay of Bengal Mountains Earthworm (our mascot!)
South China Sea Locate Mount Everest
East China Sea Add other smabier ranges.
Sea of Japan
Sea of Okhotsk
Bering Sea

Some words on this page are highlighted.
Can you define these terms?

Welcome tc Asial Asia is the largest continent,
totalling about one third of the land on Earth.
Asia meetsthe continent of Europe to the west,
with the major dividing line along the Ural
Mountains. The Arctic Ocean lies to the north,
the Indian Ocean to the south, and the Pacific
Ocean to the east. The land of Asia includes the
highest point on Earth, Mount Everest in the
Himalayas In contrast, Asia also includes the
lowest poin: on earth, the Dead Sea, located in
the area krown as the Middle East.

Sixty percent of the world’s population live in
Asia, over hree billion people. China and India,
both in Asia, have more people than any other
country in the world.

This map shows the boundary of each country
on the contivent. To create a more detailed map
of Asia, follbw Earthworm'’s Cartographic
Activities below).
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Places and Geographic Features
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PALIVIC
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Pacific Ocean

Sy

IndianOcean
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