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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the island of SRI LANKA,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



SRI LANKA
The island country of Sri Lanka is located in the Indian Ocean near the southeastern tip of the 
country of INDIA.  In the past, Sri Lanka had a different name: it was called Ceylon.  Long ago, 
the land that forms Sri Lanka was probably connected directly to India by a “land bridge.”  Over 
the centuries many cyclones have cut openings in the narrow strip to turn this land into an island!   

Very rough weather is well-known in this part of ASIA!

Sri Lanka in unique in that it has many spectacular waterfalls, some of them as high as 83 feet!  
With some, the water flows along dramatic steps.  One of the most famous falls is called 

Dunhinda, and the spray of it looks like smoke! Other waterfalls rush down with a powerful surge! 

Sri Lanka has two famous nicknames: “The Nation of the Smiling People” and “Pearl of the Indian 
Ocean”.  When you eat an apple pie, it is possible that the cinnamon spice came from this island!

I am 
Professor 
Earthworm!

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2


This map of Sri Lanka and the Indian 
Ocean was drawn in 1535 by the 

famous geographer, mathematician 
and cartographer named Ptolemy.

He drew this map with ink on 
parchment paper.  It was not exactly 

accurate by our modern standards, but 
it represented what explorers of the 

time knew about the land and its 
general shape.

ON THE MAP!



In ancient times the island now known as Sri Lanka was known 

as Ceylon and it was ruled by kings.  Elephants roamed all over 

the island, from coastal areas to the mountains. 

After the age of explorers, traders from many European 

countries (Portuguese, French, Dutch and English) strived to gain 

control of the island because of its rich natural resources.  

Spices, coffee and tea could not be grown in Europe, but thrived 

on this island.  Eventually Ceylon became a colony of the British.  

Some of the land the colonists used for growing these much 

desired crops pushed the elephants away from their native 

habitats, and their population dropped.

The Sri Lankan elephant is a sub-species of the Asian elephant.  

Today it is being protected in dry forest areas around the island.  

Reserves have been set aside for them to thrive.  Baby elephants, 

like those shown below, who have lost their mothers are taken 

to “orphanages” to try to save them so they can grow to adults.

The British colonial 
rulers incorporated 

the image of an 
elephant in this coat of 

arms to represent 
themselves in Ceylon.

ELEPHANTS IN CEYLON!



  
SLENDER LORIS

The Slender Loris is native to both the island of Sri Lanka as well as the country 
of India.   These nocturnal primates can be found primarily in forests and swamps.  

The Slender Loris is distinguished by its elongated limbs, vestigial tail, and 
opposable thumbs.  Their huge round eyes which provide them with great vision 
come in handy at night. They are solitary foragers and feed mostly on insects, 

fruits and leaves, and even reptiles, birds and the occasional small mammal. 

These little creatures are only 25 cm, or a little over 9” long.  Sadly people often 
snatch them from their native habitats to be used as exotic pets, so they are at a 

high risk for extinction.

He’s almost as “slender” as I am!



VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define 

these words!
native

nocturnal
species   

subspecies
social

primate
limb

vegetation
arboreal

opposable
solitary

elongated
groomingSRI LANKA

SPELLING 
WORDS 

forest
endangered

lemur
threat
timid

lowland
highland

fingernails
dawn
dusk

jumping
slender

SRI LANKA
 PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE 
MAP, BOTH LANDFORMS 

AND WATER.
 

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE 
TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR
THE SLENDER LORIS!

SLENDER LORIS

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2


SLENDER LORIS



Cinnamon

1.  In the English speaking world, a league was an average distance one 
man could walk in an hour at that time: how is a mile different from a 

league?  How many miles would eight leagues be?

2.  The clothing worn by these two men is strikingly different!  Can you 
write a few paragraphs, first describing their outfits, then comparing 

how they are different?  

COMPARE AND CONTRAST:  
Explorers and Kings!
This image, below, shows the explorer Joris van Spilbergen meeting 
King Vimaladharmasoorya of Kandy, 1602.  

Van Spilbergen, a lesser-know Dutch explorer, was both a naval man and 
representative for a trading company.  At the time of this picture, he had 
sailed from Africa to Ceylon on a mission to see if cinnamon could be 
traded.  The inner bark of the cinnamon plant was dried and much 
wanted in Europe.  It was grown in great quantities in Ceylon: at the time 
it was said that it could be smelled on ships 8 leagues out to sea.  



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/





