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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the islands of the PHILIPPINES,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

I AM PROFESSOR EARTHWORM!

THE PHILIPPINES
The Philippines is an island country 
in the western Pacific Ocean. It is 
part of the continent of ASIA, 
and part of the region called 
Southeast Asia.  

There are a huge number of 
islands in this archipelago: a total 
of 7,107!  The length of coastlines 
in the islands adds up to about 
22,529 miles.

As you can see by the coloration 
of our map at right, the Philippines 
is divided into three major groups 
of islands: Luzon, Visayas, and 
Mindanao.  These three groups are 
also divided into regions, 
provinces, cities, and 
municipalities, which are further 
divided into barangays.  There are 
76 provinces, 60 cities, 1,544 
municipalities, and 41,921 
barangays in the Philippines.

The climate of the Philippines is 
tropical and storms are common in 
the rainy months.  There are 
often monsoons and typhoon 
storms.  Along with these storms 
come flooding and dangerous 
winds.  Storms are more common 
in the northern islands than in the 
southern islands.  
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A warning 
signal of ash 
came out of 

Mount 
Pinatubo 

before the 
actual 

eruption in 
1991!

The islands of the Philippines are both volcanic and covered with rainforest.  
Typhoons are common and very destructive storms in these islands!  In 1991, 
the second largest eruption of the 20th century occurred on Mount Pinatubo 

on the island of Luzon.  

Luckily there was some warning when the volcano spewed ash several days before!  

Tens of thousands of people from three nearby provinces had to be evacuated.  Many 

died when heavy ash covered and collapsed their homes.  What made the eruption 

worse for the area was that a TYPHOON arrived almost at the same time as the 

eruption, combining to make an ash and water disaster.  This disrupted the land and 

rivers for months and years to come. Some nearby rivers and towns never recovered, 

and people had to be relocated to other areas to live.  After 2010, a crater lake has 

formed in the dome of the volcano where a huge depression has formed. 

WATCH OUT 
FOR THE 
VOLCANO!



Philippine Eagle

The Philippine Eagle is very 
majestic in appearance. 

It measures up to 3-1/2 feet in 
length, and is one of the largest 

eagles in the world.  
Its striking brown and white head 

plumage gives it a distinctive 
appearance.

It is also known as the 
Monkey-Eating Eagle although

 this name is not entirely accurate: 
this carnivorous creature also 
consumes other birds, rats, 

lemurs, squirrels 
and even some reptiles. 

This national bird of the 
Philippine Islands is highly 

protected due to its endangered 
status.  A powerful raptor, the 
Philippines Eagle has no natural 

predators in the wild, but is 
threatened by humans instead.

What a majestic guy!



VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define 

these words!

plumage
national
emblem
powerful
habitat

predator
raptor

carnivore
threatened

canopy

SPELLING WORDS 

claws
whistle
agile
flight
shaggy

pair
enormous

perch
soar

protected
majestic

Philippines 
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH 
LANDFORMS AND WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR
THE PHILIPPINE EAGLE!

Philippine Eagle

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2


Philippine Eagle



After World War II, the American troops left behind or gave away a surplus of jeeps and 
other army vehicles.  People in the Philippines (Filipinos) painted and decorated the 

vehicles and set them up as buses. The word “jeepney” was invented as a name.  No 
one is quite sure if the word is a mix of jeep and jitney (another kind of vehicle), or 

whether it was just a clever fun-sounding name.  A symbol of Filipino public 
transportation, they are known for their gaudy paint and lively signs.  

The oldest post-war 
jeepneys are getting 
scarce, and those 
that are still on the 
road use diesel fuel, 
which contributes to 
pollution.  Since the 
1950s other 
manufacturers have 
been making bus-
like vehicles that are 
called jeepneys too, 
and they are better 
built and are better 
for the environment.  

 JEEPNEY CULTURE!

1.  Draw a picture of 
your ideal jeepney!

2. Within the Philippine 
islands, there are 
many divisions, 
regions, provinces, 
cities, municipalities, 
and barangays. What 
are the divisions called 
where you live, 
starting with the term 
CONTINENT?



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!
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