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Photo: Ansel Adams. The Tetons and the Snake River (1942) Grand Teton National Park, Wyoming. National Archives and 
Records Administration, Records of the National Park Service. (79-AAG-1)

RIVERS
Throughout human time, rivers have 
offered the essential water that man 
requires for life itself, as well as a 
source of food.  Rivers have made 
transportation of humans and goods 
possible as well as provided a source of 
power. With their great natural beauty, 
rivers have inspired writers and artists 
throughout time.  Average people have 
always found peace and recreation along 
the banks and in the water of rivers.

Since the earliest times, humans have 
lived by rivers and the great civilizations 
have grown up around river banks.  The 
ancient people of Egypt owed their life 
to the Nile, as did the generations of 
people who lived in Mesopotamia in the 
Middle East.  

Today the great cites of the world are 
also know by their neighboring rivers.  
For example, Manhattan, the great North 
American city is flanked by two rivers: 
the Hudson and the East River.  
Paris, a city in Europe which has seen 
much history, sits on either side of the 
Seine River.  In South America, the vast 
area of the Amazon enhances 
settlements of all sizes in its huge 
watershed.  

In the wilderness, rivers are no less important: they support and 
create ecosystems for all kinds of animals, insects and plant life. 

Some rivers and the environments around them have suffered in the 
modern age, with industrial deposits of waste and other kinds of 

pollution.  Sometimes the attempts to dam and redirect water has 
made surrounding wildlife suffer.  Today environmentalists are 

working to restore affected areas to a cleaner and more habitable 
state for both humans and wildlife.  



RIVER TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS
It is impossible to talk about rivers, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to rivers.  
Here are just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

RIVER  A natural flowing stream, most often fresh water, that moves towards a 
sea, a lake, and ocean or another river.  

SOURCE The furthest point of a river away from its mouth, at its origin or 
beginning. Also sometimes called “Headwater”. 

MOUTH  The part of a river that flows into another body of water.

WATERSHED or DRAINAGE BASIN An area of land where all the surface 
water drains into a larger body of water.  Smaller streams join larger ones that 
eventually lead to a lake or ocean.

ESTUARY An area of water where a river joins the ocean.  Here there is brackish 
water: a mix of freshwater and saline, or salty, seawater.

FLOODING  This occurs when excess water causes a river to overflow its banks.  
Snow melt or extreme precipitation can cause flooding.

DELTA  A landform that is caused by the gradual build up of sediment carried by a 
river where the river flows into another large body of water, like an estuary, 
the ocean, sea or reservoir.  

The following 
presentation is an 

introduction to the 

NILE RIVER,
 one of of Earth’s 
great rivers, with 

some information 
about mapping, 

geography, 
people and 

animals of its 
surrounding area. 



Professor Earthworm

Make a compass 
rose for your map 
by following the 
directions HERE!

NILE RIVER
The Nile River is the longest river in 

the world.  Measuring 4,258 miles long, 
it is much longer than the US is wide!  
Located in the continent of AFRICA, 
the Nile flows from south to north, 

emptying into the Mediterranean Sea. 

 The Nile has two tributaries. The Blue 
Nile in the east is shorter than the 

White Nile, which is connected to the 
river’s source.  On most maps, the 

source of the Nile appears to be at 
the huge Lake Victoria, but several 

large rivers feed this lake.  

Since prehistoric time, people have 
lived along the banks of the Nile and 
benefited from the rich delta land.  

The Nile River supported the 
development of the ancient cultures.  

The river helped maintain livestock and 
animals, provide fish for food, and was 
used for transport people and goods by 
boat.  The ancient Egyptians farmed in 
the rich lands that were the result of 
the river overflowing every year. They 

also believed that the river was the 
means of traveling to the afterlife 

after death.  
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The 
NILE RIVER 

passes through 
or alongside 

eleven 
countries. 

It is the major 
source of water 

for the 
countries of 
Sudan and 

Egypt. 

Can you see what fairly recent 
development changed the face of this 
part of AFRICA?  One of these maps 

shows a new country!

Left map: Hel-Hama, Creative Commons
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Nile River Hippopotamus

The Nile River Hippopotamus can be found in Africa around the Nile River.  These giant mammals are 
amphibious creatures, meaning that they live both on land and in the water.  The large animals grow up to 
be up to 6 feet long and can be anywhere from 5,000 to 8,000 pounds.  In their hot African habitat, they 
submerge themselves in the river to keep themselves cool.   Interestingly hippos have nostrils on the top 

of their heads which help them to breathe while almost totally under water.  
As another way of protecting themselves from the hot African sun, they secrete an oily substance that 

prevents their skin from burning.  

Despite their massive size, they are able to run at a speed of 30 miles per hour when threatened.  Hippos 
graze on the banks of the river eating mostly grasses.  Even though they are herbivores, these creatures 

are surprisingly aggressive. They have been known to attack humans without any provocation.

He is a BIG guy!



SPELLING WORDS 

enormous 
aggressive

hairless
graceful
nostrils
bulky

aquatic

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and 

define these words!

massive
amphibious
submerged

forage
graze

mammal
herbivore
tributary

NILE RIVER
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH LANDFORMS 
AND WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE 
TO YOUR MAP! DO THE ACTIVITIES AND COLOR

THE HIPPOPOTAMUS Nile River Hippopotamus
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Nile River Hippopotamus



A FELUCCA is a wooden sailing vessel 
that travels in the waters of the  

eastern Mediterranean, the Red Sea, 
Iraq, the Sudan and also 

along the Nile River.  

A felucca is a traditional boat that has 
two triangular sails and can hold about 

ten passengers.  
In the past, feluccas were used for 

shipping and day to day transportation.  
Today people use ferries and motorboats 

that are faster. 
Today a ride in a felucca is popular with 

tourists who can take a leisurely tour  
along the Nile to visit the ancient sites in 

cities like Luxor and Aswan.  

Have you ever ridden in a BOAT?  If so, 
what kind of boat, what waterway, and 
what was your purpose or journey?

If you have not ever had a boat ride, 
describe a voyage or boat journey that 
you would like to take -- 
where, why and when?  

Type to enter text



Photo: Francis Frith, photographer (English, 1822 - 1898)  Getty MuseumPhoto: Francis Frith, photographer (English, 1822 - 1898)  Getty MuseumPhoto: Francis Frith, photographer (English, 1822 - 1898)  Getty Museum

The Nile River passes 
though the land that 

holds the great 
remnants of the 

Egyptian civilizations of 
the past.  At right we 

can see the huge cluster 
of the Great Pyramids 

at Giza. 

Photo Ricardo Liberati, Creative Commons

The massive sculpture 
of the reclining 
SPHINX 
is located near 
the pyramids 
at Giza.  

NEAR THE NILE, 
IN THE SAND!

What is a Sphinx?  Who was the face 
of the Sphinx at Giza supposed to 
represent? What is so special about 
the group of pyramids at Giza?  
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ABOVE ARE SOME OF THE ANCIENT CITIES THAT 
WERE LOCATED ALONG THE NILE IN ANCIENT TIMES.  

At right, you can also see the ancient cities of the 
Mesopotamia area. 

ANCIENT CITIES!



THE ABOVE IMAGES 
REPRESENT THE NAME:

Nile River 
IN 

EGYPTIAN
HIEROGLYPHICS

TRY WRITING THE NAME OF 
THE RIVER YOURSELF, AS WELL 

AS SOME OF THE 
HIEROGLYPHICS AT RIGHT.



Read this book and/or others about the 
discovery of hieroglyphics!  

How was the written language of the 
ancient Egyptians different from ours?

How did scholars learn to decipher the 
symbols?

Give an example of what some 
hieroglyphics had to say, 

translated to English. 

Does anyone use this 
language today?  

SEEKER OF KNOWLEDGE: 
THE MAN WHO DECIPHERED EGYPTIAN 
HIEROGLYPHS  
by James Rumford

A simple, and inspiring story of how a child, 
who also as a grown man, was determined to 
solve one of the world’s great puzzles, the 
story of the discovery of hieroglyphics.  

Read this book and/or others about the 

WHO 
DECIPHERED 

hieroglyphics?



DESPITE ALL OBSTACLES: 
LASALLE AND THE CONQUEST OF THE 

MISSISSIPPI 
by Joan Elizabeth Goodman

La Salle made his way from Eastern Canada to the 
Great Lakes traveling by canoe down the Mississippi 

to the Gulf of Mexico. This vast unexplored 
wilderness was controlled by the fierce Iroquois. 

Through one setback after another, La Salle kept on 
going.  Part adventure, part biography, this book is 

the fascinating story of this stubborn and 
courageous man !

THE LAST RIVER: JOHN WESLEY 
POWELL & THE COLORADO RIVER 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION 
by Stuart Waldman

This book is an inspiring adventure that 
brings history to life. Major John Wesley 
Powell was a small, bookish, one-armed 

geology professor. Powell's twin passions 
-- adventure and scientific exploration -- 

drew him to the Colorado River.  
Excerpts from journals of crew members 

personalize the gripping text. Original 
paintings and a fold-out map allows the 

reader to simultaneously follow the 
expedition's route and its adventures.

RIVER READING!
BOOKS ABOUT RIVER EXPEDITIONS ARE INSPIRING!   

PHARAOHS AND FOOT SOLDIERS: ONE 
HUNDRED ANCIENT EGYPTIAN JOBS 

YOU MIGHT HAVE DESIRED OR 
DREADED

Complete with a fact-filled introduction, 
a comprehensive timeline and playful 

illustrations, this book will inspire 
readers to imagine how they may have 
lived and worked in of one of history's 

most fascinating civilizations.



A young Indian 
woman, 
accompanied by her 
infant and cruel 
husband, 
experiences joy and 
heartbreak when she 
joins the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition 
seeking a way to the 
Pacific.

Streams to the River, 
River to the sea: a 
novel of Sacagawea 

by Scott O'Dell

We're Sailing Down the Nile 

We're Roaming in the Rainforest: An Amazon Adventure

         both by Laurie Krebs



Yukon River 
Ghost: A Girl's 
Ghost Town 
Adventure 
by Keith Halliday

An idyllic Yukon 
River trip turns into a 
mysterious adventure 
as the kids discover a 
gold rush ghost town 
that seems to have a 
ghost!

Along Alaska's Great 
River 
by
Frederick Scwhatka
A great river expedition.....

DOWN THE YUKON
by Will Hobbs  

The great race across Alaska!
As Dawson City goes up in 
flames, Jason Hawthorn 
itches to join the new rush 
for gold in Nome, 1,700 
miles away.








