
CartoCraze!
Expanded Map Workshops from 
MAP OF THE MONTH

NEW ZEALAND

CartoCraze!
Expanded Map Workshops
This PDF file of the NEW ZEALAND is 
© Copyright 2015, Map of the Month
P. O. Box 2484
Providence, RI 02906
888 876 6277
www.mapsfortheclassroom.com

http://www.mapsfortheclassroom.com
http://www.mapsfortheclassroom.com


An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the islands of NEW ZEALAND,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as some 
information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



I am
Professor Earthworm!

Make a compass rose for your 
map by following the 

directions HERE!

NEW ZEALAND
The country of New Zealand is made 

up of two large islands, and the 
smaller islands that surround them. 

New Zealand is located in the 
Tasman Sea, 900 miles away from 

the continent of AUSTRALIA.

The geography of New Zealand is 
very diverse: there are high 

mountains, sunken mountains in 
bodies of water, volcanic areas, flat 

plains, tropical forests, and long 
beaches along the coastlines.  So 

much beauty, and a temperate 
climate and only 4 million people!  All 

this makes New Zealand a unique 
destination for travelers.  

Because it was so remote, far away 
from other land masses, New 

Zealand was settled later than other 
areas in all other parts of the world.  

The Polynesians were the first to 
come to the islands around 1300.  

They settled and developed what we 
call the Maori culture.  They called 
the islands “Land of the Long White 
Cloud,” a beautiful name for one of 
the most beautiful places on earth. 

Also because of the remote location, 
New Zealand has many unique 

animals not found anywhere else on 
earth.  Since many birds had no 
predators, some evolved to be 

flightless!
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This photo was taken by NASA’s Terra Satellite.  By studying this photo, it 
is  easy to see how the climate of the two major New Zealand islands are 
so different.  The Southern Alps of the South Island have snow on their 

peaks.   The other northern island is a rich deep green which shows how it 
is in a more tropical climate.  

SEEN 

FROM 
ABOVE!

FROM 
THE 
SKY!



KIWI BIRD
The kiwi bird hails from the island of New Zealand.  

This flightless bird acts also as the national bird of the island.  
There are 5 species of kiwis, most of which are 

on the brink of extinction.

The kiwi lays eggs about 6 times larger than those of a chicken, 
despite being no larger than a hen.  

Kiwis are nocturnal creatures.  As the only bird with a set of nostrils 
at the end of its beak, kiwi birds are gifted with 

a great sense of smell that allows them to hunt in the dark.

 While humans have been around for 1 million years, the kiwi 
species are estimated to be 8 million years old!

Very round!



VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define 

these words!

burrow
bristly

incubate
vestige

nocturnal
longevity
habitat

subtropical
temperate

mammal-like
marrow

omniverous
timid

endangered
terrestrial
sanctuary

SPELLING WORDS 

symbol
nostril
unique

flightless
vision

unusual
feathers

distinctive
whiskers

probe
sensitive
species

territorial

New Zealand
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE 
MAP, LANDFORMS AND 

WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP. 

COLOR THE KIWI!

KIWI BIRD
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KIWI BIRD



Pretend you are a movie Director!
Many movies have been made in New Zealand because it has such unusual vistas 
and beautiful locations.  Perhaps the most famous movies that drew attention to 

New Zealand to the large public audience were the LORD OF THE RINGS trilogy  
and the HOBBIT movies directed by Peter Jackson.   

Mount Ngauruhoe, in the 
Tongariro National Park was the 

site of Mount Doom in the 
LORD OF THE RINGS movies.  

This location for the Hobbit homes, build into a hillside, 
still remains in the town of Matamata, after the movie 
was filmed.  

Most of the sets and structures built in other places in 
New Zealand for the movies were taken down and 
removed.  This was the agreement with the filmmakers 
and the governing bodies of those areas.

Choose a favorite book you have read in the past, either in school or on your own.  In a short 
essay, describe where the book takes place, and describe five different locations that you would 
choose if you were going to make a movie of that book.  
Would there be indoor sets?  Where would the outdoor setting for your film, based on the 
book?  Would you need certain kinds of weather to show the action of the book?  Would 
any vehicles be needed?  Mention any details that might help describe the settings!  



The Maori people have lived in New Zealand since 
their ancestors came to the islands from 
Polynesia.  They arrived in canoes in the years 
between 1200 and 1300.  The Maori people 
evolved a very rich social culture with story-
telling, dance, music and crafts. They were very 
well versed in the study and use of native plants.

When Westerners started to settle in New 
Zealand, the Maoris gradually adopted new ways, 
and today they still honor some of their old 
traditions at the sane time as living in a modern 
culture. 

MAORI FACES

When Captain Cook and other Westerners first visited 
New Zealand, they recorded the traditional decorated 

faces of the native people.  These marks resemble 
tattoos but were actually lines etched into the skin.  

These two paintings were made in the 1800s and the 
photo at the right was taken in the late 1800s.



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!
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