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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the islands of the MALDIVES,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



MALDIVES
The Maldives Archipelago are a chain of islands in the Indian Ocean.  

There are 1,192 islands total, but people live on only 192 of them!  The Maldives are unique 
among islands!  The island form are the smallest country in ASIA, both in size and in 

population!  
 The Maldives are actually part of an underwater -- or submarine--  mountain range that 

emerges out of the ocean.  In 2004, the great Indian Ocean Earthquake caused much 
destruction on these low lying islands.  Six islands were destroyed by a tsunami.  Rising sea 

levels are extremely dangerous for these islands that are so low in elevation. 

One of the most unusual things about the Maldives is that there are many atolls -- 26 
total!  An atoll is a ring-like island that is formed of a coral reef that encloses body of 

water, like a lagoon.  Most atolls are in the Pacific Ocean,
but some are in the Atlantic too.  

I am 
Professor 
Earthworm

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
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The map shown below is used by the Maldivian Airways to show what 
flights are available for tourists to fly from resort to resort in the 

islands and atolls in the Maldives.  

Identify the three longest routes
 on the map and convert 

the kilometers into miles!

MATH ON THE MAP!



Photo: Nattu, Creative Commons

This photo was taken from 

a plane.  What a great way 

to see what the islands and 

atolls look like from the 

air!  

Here we see the capital city 

of Malé which is located at 

the edge of North Malé 

Atoll.  The city is right at 

the water’s edge.

In ancient times there were 

Maldivian Kings and 

Queens who ruled.  They 

lived on the island that 

now holds the capital city.  

Their location put them on 

the route of traders who 

went to Sri Lanka and 

India.  

Traders used cowrie shells 

for money, or currency, as 

did many traders in China, 

Africa and the Middle East.  

A cowrie is a sea snail that 

has a very hard egg-shaped 

shell.  The smooth shiny 

shell was used also for 

jewelry and as a kind of 

dice for games.

SEEN FROM THE SKY!

Cowrie shells 



STRAWBERRY LAND HERMIT CRAB

The Strawberry Hermit Crab gets its name from its bright red 
coloring.   It is found in tropical waters of the Indian and Pacific 

Oceans, including around the islands of the Maldives.  

Like the flamingo, this crab’s diet plays an important part in its 
coloring. These wild “Strawberries” eat most things they come across, 
and especially like decaying fish they find on beaches.  Like all hermit 
crabs, the Strawberries molt then eat their discarded exoskeleton.  

To protect their fragile bodies they crawl into abandoned snail shells 
and carry their new homes around with them. Often other 

organisms will latch on to their shells, such as sea anemones.  

Looks like a hand to me!



MALDIVES

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and 

define these words!

exotic
carotene

molt
threatened
crustaceans
scavenger
pincher
humidity
vibrant
delicate

saltwater
fragile
atoll

tourist

SPELLING 
WORDS 

terrestrial
shell

shoreline
coloration

widespread
temperament

bright
pincher
tropical
crawl

exoskeleton

Maldives 
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH 
LANDFORMS AND WATER.

 
 ADD A COMPASS ROSE 

TO YOUR MAP! 
COLOR

THE HERMIT CRAB!

STRAWBERRY LAND HERMIT CRAB
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STRAWBERRY LAND HERMIT CRAB



 
 
The highest point in the MALDIVES is only about the size of a student like 
you, only 4 foot 11 inches! Some shifting sand dunes can be measured at 8 feet 
tall.   Compare this to the highest mountain in the world -- find the elevations 
of the tallest mountain in ASIA, EUROPE and NORTH AMERICA!  Find out 
what the elevation of your city or town is!

Talk in class about the terms used in the diagram above : try to define them. 
  Write a small essay about the water cycle 

and how this might be contributing to the rising sea level that 
are threatening the life of small islands.

COMPARE AND CONTRAST!
Most of the islands in the MALDIVES are at sea level, the lowest elevation 
possible.  The islands and atolls of the MALDIVES form what is considered 

the lowest country in the world.  

One of the real concerns for the 
future of the MALDIVES is that 

the sea level is rising. 
 

Some scientists fear that these 
low-lying islands might be 

covered by water by the year 
2050 or 2100.  Sea levels are 

changing due to the warming of 
the oceans.  Above is a diagram 
that shows how the water cycle 

on earth is connected to the 
atmosphere above us. 



The Moray Eel is not really an eel, but a thick skinned leathery fish who lives in 
the coral reefs and rocky areas of warm water oceans. They have many very 
sharp teeth: they even have teeth on the roofs of their mouths to trap prey 
more effectively!  They are colored to fit in with their environment: this is 
called camouflage. If they look green and slimy, it is because they often have a 
layer of slimy mucous that helps them slide in and out of tight spaces in the 
rocks.

There are many different kinds of Moray Eels, ranging from the Pygmy Moray
at 8 inches to the giant Green Morays of TEN FEET!

Moray Eels are somewhat shy and might not come out unless provoked. Here’s 
an odd fact: because they have only a dorsal fin, they tend to roll over and 
sometimes find it hard to stay upright! A scuba diver might see one swimming 
along on its side or even upside down on its back....

BENEATH THE SEA!

Write a poem 
about the 
Moray Eel and 
what he might 
do in his 
undersea 
territory!



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/



