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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the island of MADAGASCAR

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



I am 
Professor Earthworm!

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

MADAGASCAR
In prehistory, long before man, a 

giant continent called GONDWANA 
was in the Southern hemisphere. This 
huge mass of land broke up over eons 
of time and separated into continents 

and islands as we know them today.  
Madagascar, off the coast of 

AFRICA, is the fourth largest island 
on Earth.  

Because Madagascar was so isolated, 
many unique plants and animals 

developed, 90 per cent were endemic, 
not found anywhere else on earth!

Hundreds of the orchid flowers and 
many of the very unusual Baobab 
trees do not grow anywhere else!  
Many kinds of lemurs developed 
because they did not have any 

competition from monkeys on the 
island. Other unique native creatures 

are snails, reptiles, butterflies, 
beetles, birds, and the cat-like Fossa. 

Today, man is responsible for plants 
and wildlife being endangered. The 
problem is the loss of forests and 

invasion of habitats where rare 
species live.  Many have become 

extinct and many are struggling to 
survive. 

Type to enter text

 Efforts are being made to protect wildlife so the 
successful future of rare plants and animals can 

be assured.  The lemurs of Madagascar are 
considered the most endangered animal on Earth.  

Some, like the Blue-eyed black lemur, the only 
other mammal other than man to have blue eyes, 

are being fostered by zoos to increase their 
numbers! 

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
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This small section of 
our AFRICA map shows 
Madagascar in relation 

to the rest of the 
continent.  

See the full map at the 
end of this file. 

ON THE MAP!

FLAG OF MADAGASGAR

What direction is the island of 
Madagasgar in relation to:
1. South Africa.
2. Tanzania 
2. Mozambique



BELALANDA CHAMELEON
The Belalanda Chameleon is found exclusively on the 

African island of Madagascar, endemic to the town of Belalanda.  
Its range is quite tiny, being only 1.5 square miles. 

Because its natural habitat is being destroyed, 
the chameleon is considered critically endangered. 

The Belalanda Chameleon is one of the 
75 species of chameleon that occur only in Madagascar.  
It has a bright green color which allows it to blend into 

its terrestrial environment.

As it is arguably the rarest reptile in the world, people are 
going to great lengths to protect the remaining population 

of the Belalanda Chameleon.

I’ll hide down here!  I could be the next supper!!

!



VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define 

these words!

population
endangered
preservation
deforestation

habitat
endemic

conservation

SPELLING WORDS 

reptile
range
canopy
bright
green
forest
treetop

rare
exclusive
species

Madagascar
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH 
LANDFORMS AND WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR
THE CHAMELEON!

BELALANDA CHAMELEON
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BELALANDA CHAMELEON



The diademed sifaka is an endangered 
lemur from the northeastern 

Madagascar rainforest.  
Unfortunately, their habitat is being gradually 
diminished in size by man for other purposes, 

often for rice paddies to grow food.  Efforts are 
being made to preserve this beautiful creature.  
An adult measures about 40 inches long and its 

tail is half that length!  It has long silky fur.

By definition, a “diadem” is a jeweled crown or 
headband worn as a symbol of sovereignty.  

We could surely call this lemur 

King of the Madagascar Rainforest! 

The diademed sifaka is an endangered In addition to the Diademed sifaka, there are 
many other kids of lemurs.  Choose one lemur 
and report to your class about its habitat, its 

characteristics, and how it lives, eats and 
moves.

LEMURS



This is a photo of “Adansonia grandidieri”, one of the 6 species of baobab trees 

that live and grow in Madagascar. Like many of the animals of this large island, the 

baobab trees are also endangered due to the expansion of land for agriculture.  

Photo: Bernard Gagnon, Creative Commons

BAOBAB TREES

Just as cactus is an unusual plant of the desert, the baobab tree 
is a curious kind of tree on this island, and other places in the world.  

Write a report to share with your fellow students -- use these questions as a guideline for 
your written essay!
What is a BAOBAB?  What other kinds are there, and how are they alike as well as different 
from each other?   What requirements do these kinds of trees need to live?  How are they 
different from the trees in your neighborhood?

Write a report to share with your fellow students -- use these questions as a guideline for Write a report to share with your fellow students -- use these questions as a guideline for 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/


SOUTH SUDAN



Who were the early explorers who visited 
the island of MADAGASGAR....?


