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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water. An
island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a
freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.
Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland,
surrounded by salt water ocean.

The actual foundation of an island is below water. Many
islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.
Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position
on Earth. Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and
its size are determined by its location. Some islands are
uninhabited, others are home to millions of people. An
island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of
land, or it can be part of a group of islands.

Throughout history, islands have captured the
imaginations of humans. Explorers in the early history
of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands
that were yet unknown. People choose islands as a
destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to
water. People love movies about islands! Robert Louis
Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883,
is still popular today with readers around the world.
There is something very fascinating about a piece of
land that has a continuous coastline.....
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It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them,
without knowing some terms that relate to islands. Here are
just a few terms! Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water. This is usually
the tip of an extinct volcano.

COASTLINE The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the
water.

ARCHIPELAGO A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected
to mainland.

GULF A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.
BAY A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake

LAGOON A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs
or barrier islands.

BEACH Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to
the island of MADAGASCAR

with guidelines about making a map, as well as
some information about its

geography, people and animals.




Make a compass rose for
your map by following the
directions HERE!

I am \ 5|
Professor Earthworm! ,L 7
&

AT

g X lH 0 o9 by
A/
v r/‘r\ AN .
\\\6 & B In prehistory, long before man, a
s \ giant continent called GONDWANA
! A was in the Southern hemisphere. This
/s(' 7} ’M"k'“;ﬁf‘ro huge mass of land broke up over eons
/,/’3' A A m. of fime and separated info continents
Mehaianas 8 and islands as we know them today.
¥ /1" A j s, Madagascar, of f the coast of
JE B - fg AFRICA, is the fourth largest island
A 4 ) | on Earth.
X~ A A 'lTaoma..sma 91) .
é\l ‘lA o ; Because Madagascar was so isolated,
d = A& "tﬂ nanarivo g many unique plants and animals
10 B , A m developed, 90 per cent were endemic,
1° 4 A { e = v not found anywhere else on earth!
E sy /( il 1 A o, ND,, N Hundreds of the orchid flowers and
U / % /) / Oceq e B many of the very unusual Baobab
o ( A \aA / £ o trees do not grow anywhere else!
g \ R [ &L Many kinds of lemurs developed
31 - k:f - - // TR oPc because they did not have any
7 L R f ca ;Q Stod o] competition from monkeys on the
Ej N A / ' CoR island. Other unique native creatures
Cep N G, P are snails, reptiles, butterflies,
0 1| beetles, birds, and the cat-like Fossa.
0 24 A PN R A Yay. U s
© ‘\.;,'-"y] ,f"'é\_ | JA 7 \ ~ ( A ‘- Today, man is responsible for plants
L SR IS -)rzg’e)g’ e:mlte;tixt J and wildlife being endangered. The
; a7 problem is the loss of forests and

invasion of habitats where rare
species live. Many have become
extinct and many are struggling to
survive.,

Efforts are being made to protect wildlife so the
successful future of rare plants and animals can
be assured. The lemurs of Madagascar are
considered the most endangered animal on Earth.
Some, like the Blue-eyed black lemur, the only
other mammal other than man to have blue eyes,
are being fostered by zoos to increase their
numbers!
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Many unique animals live In Africa. They live In
and around the deserts, savannahs and tropical
rain forests

Many animals are [inding It very hard Lo survive.
lllegal hunting reduces their numbers. Also,

. - < g human populations are increasing. People need
Cape Town = 1 FB i o~ L land for crops, livestock and firewood, This makes
* TR gDV animal habitats smaller and smaller. Scientists P,

and environmentalists are trying to find a way to G

What direction is the island of
Madagasgar in relation to:

1. South Africa.

2. Tanzania

2. Mozambique

This small section of

our AFRICA map shows
Madagascar in relation
to the rest of the
continent.
See the full map at the
end of this file.
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The Belalanda Chameleon is found exclusively on the
African island of Madagascar, endemic to the fown of Belalanda.
Its range is quite tiny, being only 1.5 square miles.
Because its natural habitat is being destroyed,
the chameleon is considered critically endangered.

The Belalanda Chameleon is one of the
75 species of chameleon that occur only in Madagascar.
It has a bright green color which allows it to blend into
its terrestrial environment.

As it is arguably the rarest reptile in the world, people are
going to great lengths to protect the remaining population
of the Belalanda Chameleon.
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SPELLING WORDS

reptile
range
canopy
bright
green
forest
treetop
rare
exclusive
species

VOCABULARY WORD

Turn your map over and define
these words!

population
endangered
preservation
deforestation
habitat
endemic
conservation

MADAGASCAR
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4y, °% PRINT THIS PAGE:
% COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH
c LANDFORMS AND WATER.
. o ADD A COMPASS ROS
© /3 TO YOUR MAP!
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THE CHAMELEON!
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BELALANDA CHAMELEON



The diademed sifaka is an endangered
lemur from the northeastern

Madagascar rainforest.

Unfortunately, their habitat is being gradually
diminished in size by man for other purposes,
often for rice paddies to grow food. Efforts are
being made to preserve this beautiful creature.
An adult measures about 40 inches long and its
tail is half that length! It has long silky fur.

By definition, a “diadem” is a jeweled crown or
headband worn as a symbol of sovereignty.

We could surely call this lemur

King of the Madagascar Rainforest!

In addition to the Diademed sifaka, there are

many other kids of lemurs. Choose one lemur

and report to your class about its habitat, its
characteristics, and how it lives, eats and
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This is a photo of “Adansonia grandidieri”, one of the 6 species of baobab trees
that live and grow in Madagascar. Like many of the animals of this large island, the
baobab trees are also endangered due to the expansion of land for agriculture.
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Photo: Bernard Gagnon, Creative Commons

Just as cactus is an unusual plant of the desert, the baobab tree
is a curious kind of tree on this island, and other places in the world.

Write a report to share with your fellow students -- use these questions as a guideline for
your written essay!

What is a BAOBAB? What other kinds are there, and how are they alike as well as different
from each other? What requirements do these kinds of trees need to live? How are they
different from the trees in your neighborhood?
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in 1883, Robert Lewis
Stevenson’s exciting
book TREASURE
ISLAND was
published.
Adventure! Pirates!
Treasure and.... the
dreaded BLACK
SPOT! Stevenson
drew his own
fictional island map
when he was writing
his book to help him
envision the action
of his novel. You can
see his map at right!
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The Mysterious Island
Jules Verne

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell
THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne

THE LITTLE ISLAND Golden MacDonald
ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney

ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe



\'—U-.‘nmnlu—-‘-w Y
Tom 8 brad et e o Sdas ben drvaly bees deew
W e e e B, ety s inbering o
g Lasty, o o i St At o o e g
Ve A Ve

D e S T
g Thi wap. o wo | i avy st S . ol
L L L T o ————
e L s gt ol oA A A - —

YOUR THEME

Divwide et st yonr e el b 0y g & ponie
. o o abventares's ek Vs v o o oy of wiy
B gy wom e LV pon o e & oy o g g W o
e e b L -

D e e L T L L e

LABELING and ADOING COLOX

PV A g B s 4 e ey brwheg s e
g erwhin, o repeier e d e b A bbong
P ekt ey s O ot oy (e wwd pan ay —_
g rwran o b wadd e R
Iy s wa ) b b e e b bt

GEOGHRATHIC DETARLS
WO il B Aandierime o i g Nk She” Wit will
B mmmnding bl of st be” Wien by &
B I I L Y
vy el ) e B S sy
L N map e gt s whand v aded by wwy Vo
i wew | kv of e honder. o B wap
3 Vo v e & el v of & barger puose of land To
e B rr vl B rasinn e O b v o S -y
3 Vo ey o e srvend b of varying s
& Wiee bamrg wn taie same wowrrers ond grysapbe
Stais Vo e p e fre G vd w—birq (e dend
e bgn age g by A et
B o v s o Bt B A B W -k B g -
o ety o s bpeha

MAPF Y

e e A e e s @ Mg By ey
Mt o Bw ek 2w Al Se b nt may
v wywhass by Bu Mag Koy, s Seow Cuw = on e mep

e i o oty e s s bl o
e s
Wy Cowe B

TLLUSTRATIONS

T s s o b, v b P e by oy
T o v qartara o cn e Gwh 4 s -
i et ——
Tlrtss mavwy e Qemtsant Moo cding ARgon

WRITTEN DIRECTIONS

Wiyt B nws % B v O bk o D -y
Wl B s g el e it pe e e L -y
Bangen o PR b et g B

DECORATIVE AND USEFUL DETAILS
L rreh ths phervet by wy 7y aBleg € b vy
Vi e Bk i b whrnr Wi o et e B

W wr e Be e

Campans B (unagn. o by Sowmw ol ot ot Swah,
e

Tl Add ¢ sl s, 00 O b guals. sme sl

4 dunes

it
b‘."" a_,aoh

DOpec” bavier island
Archipela 90 Corel reef



http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/

BISSAUNIGERBURKINAFASONIGERIABENINTOGOGHANACOTE d'IVOIRELIBERIASIERRALEONEGABONANGOLAEQUATORIAL

Places and Geographic Features
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obscure other features. Refer to the map key for
symbols and suggested colors.

1. Countries: Fill in the remaining letters for each country name.

2. Capitals: Highlight each capital name with a yellow pencil.

3. Cities: Locate and label two other cities in each country.

4. Oceans: With blue, shade along dotted coastline areas.

5. Large lakes: Label and shade the large lakes with blue.

6. Major rivers: Locate and draw in the Nile, the Congo, the

Zambezi and the Orange Rivers. Add other rivers too.

7. Suez Canal: Locate and label this man-made waterway.

8. Desert: Shade and label the Sahara, Kalahari and Namib Deserts.

9. Latitude lines: With a sharp pencil, draw the lines for the

Equator, Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn.

10. Major regions: Label the North, East, West, Central and

Southern regions separated on this map by bold lines.

11. Mountains: Locate and draw in Mt. Kenya, Mt.Kilimanjaro and

the Atlas mountain range.

12. Compass Rose: This feature indicates direction.

On this map, the cardinal dir are already marked. Label the

intermediate directions: NW, NE, SW, and SE.

13. Decoration: Color the AFRICA title, Earthworm and the

Compass Rose.

Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.com
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Welcome to Africal Africa is the second continent on Earth. It is about three
times the size of the United States. Africa has mostly tropical climate, with some
variations. There are enormous deserts, huge lakes, thick tropical forests, the longest
river in the world, and even snow-capped mountains.

This map shows the boundaries of countries on the continent. The capitals of each
country are labeled, as well as the bodies of water that surround Africa. The bold
lines divide Africa into its five major regions. Refer to the activities alongside the map
to create a more detailed map of Africa.
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Many unique animals live in Africa. They live in
and around the deserts, savannahs and tropical
rain forests.

Many animals are llndl.ng it very hard 1o survive.
Illegal Also,

human populauons are u\cruslng. People need

animal habitats smaller and smaller. Scientists
and environmentalists are lryi.ng to find a way to
protect the antmals of Afy
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1. Date the routes drawn i on the map with the year or years of
2. Color each route with a different color. qumm?:‘“m
that are not close together.
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