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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, without 
knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are just a few 
terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction 
to the islands of the country of JAPAN,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



I am 
Professor Earthworm!

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

JAPAN
Japan is called an “island nation” -- an archipelago that forms an entire country!  

These islands stretch in the direction of Southwest to Northeast in the Pacific Ocean.  
Some people feel the islands look like a dragon with its head held high! 

Japan is part of the continent of ASIA.

Looking at the map, you might be surprised to know that there are 6,852 islands total!  
Despite this large number, the majority of people, 97 percent, live on four major islands.  

Even though Japan is a small country, it has the tenth largest population in the world!  
There are 126 million people.

Tokyo, a huge city, is the capital of Japan.  It is the largest metropolitan area in the 
world!   The city ofTokyo itself is also formed of many islands.

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2


All kidding aside, 
natural disasters are no 
joke. In the 20th century 
Japan experienced some 
of the worst natural 
disasters of any country 
in the world.  Natural 
disasters occur in an 
island nation due to 
weather and climate and 
to unstable geology. 

Unfortunately Japan has 
been plagued by natural 
disasters!  Could that be 
why so many monster 

movies were made 
there???

Here are some terms that 
describe the kinds of natural 
disasters that have plagued 

the island of JAPAN.  
Define these terms!

tsunamis
flood

typhoon
earthquake

volcanic eruption
Photo: Kimon Berlin, Creative Commons

Natural 
Disasters!
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Horyu-ji was built in the 
7th CENTURY.  About how 
many years ago was that?

It is located in the TOWN 
of Ikaruga, Japan -- can 
you locate this on a map? 

What PREFECTURE is it in? 
What REGION of Japan?

A pagoda is a tower found 
in East Asian countries. It is 
made of different levels 
with eaves that are layered 
and extend outward. The 
eaves are supported.  Many 
of these buildings are 
associated with the 
Buddhist religion.   

Horyu-ji
These images show the 

pagoda named 
Horyu-ji, 

one of the oldest wood 
buildings in the world. 



 

ISHIKAWA’S FROG
Ishikawa’s frog is a spotted amphibian that lives on the island of Japan. 

This species is considered to be one of 
the most beautiful creatures in all Japan.  

A skilled hunter, the frog dines mostly on insects such as millipedes.  
They will even eat an occasional crab: 

this is very impressive since they are only about 4” in size. 

These bumpy textured frogs use their green and purple coloring to blend 
into their forest habitat to hide from predators.  

Sadly, they are at risk of extinction due to the rapid destruction 
of forests and the pollution of rivers in Japan.

I’ll be supper for that frog if I am not careful!



VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define these 

words!

endangered
deforestation

terrestrial
camouflage
threatened
temperate
millipede
amphibian
species

subspecies
fragmentation

SPELLING WORDS

freshwater
stream

beautiful
adaptation

bumpy
creamy
forest
snout
warty

webbing
protected

slender 

JAPAN
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE 
MAP, BOTH LANDFORMS 

AND WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR
THE ISHIKAWA’S FROG!

ISHIKAWA’S FROG
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ISHIKAWA’S FROG



Japan has a mountainous topography.  
This photo shows a mountain ridge in 

Japan.  

A ridge is a chain of mountains whose 
upper section form a continuous line over a 

distance.  

How is a mountain RANGE different from a mountain RIDGE?  
There are many kinds of ridges: can you research and find out 
more about these geographic features?

FROM
THE
SKY!



Great Wave off Kanagawa
This famous wood-block print was one of thirty-six prints 
made by the Japanese artist Hokusai.  
The series of prints was called THIRTY SIX VIEWS OF MOUNT FUJI.  

To see all of the images, and learn more click here!

If you look closely, you can see many details that might inspire you to write 
a short story about what is happening in the painting.  
To help you write the story, answer the five questions that
 newspaper reporters ask themselves when writing an article:  
WHO?  WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? WHY?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty-six_Views_of_Mount_Fuji
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirty-six_Views_of_Mount_Fuji


The Japanese have a tradition called BENTO: small 
meals prepared lunch-box style, in small containers.  
Various kinds of food, in small amounts are arranged 
in small containers that are prepared at home or 
bought in convenience stores.  Often the rice 
elements will be shaped to resemble animals, video 
game characters, or people!

The Japanese love noodles and there are many 
kinds of, made from different grains and formed in 

different thicknesses.  Here are some noodles 
served in a broth.  Popular noodles are made from 

rice or soba, which is buckwheat.   Careful 

presentation with an eye for beauty is often a 
feature of dining in Japan.

NOODLES

TEMPURA

JAPANESE FOOD FUN!

BENTO

Sushi is a Japanese food that 
has become popular world-wide!  
It seems very modern, but it has 
been made in Japan for 
hundreds of years.  Do some 
research to find out:

Ingredients
Shapes
Speciaties
How it is served!

TEMPURA IS A CRISPY TREAT MADE FROM 
VEGETABLES AND  SEAFOOD THAT IS DEEP 

FRIED IN A VERY LIGHT BATTER!

SUSHI



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND-RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/





