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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction 
to the island of GREENLAND,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



I am 
Professor 
Earthworm

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

GREENLAND
Greenland has a unique position in our studies of islands: it is the LARGEST island in the 

world!  Greenland has a large sheet of ice that covers most of it: scientists think that under 
the sheet lie three large islands.  

So Greenland is also unusual in that it could be an island that is made up of islands!  

Greenland is located between two oceans: the Atlantic and the Arctic Oceans.  Nuuk is the 
capital of Greenland and is the largest city in the country.  Nuuk has only about 15,500 

residents. This small number of people makes it one of the smallest capital of any country in 
the world!   Most of the settlements of people are around the coastline areas where ice 

does not cover the land.  Settlers, over the centuries, came from Inuit and Danish cultures.

Greenland was and is the land of kayaks.  We can trace our modern day kayaks to the 
ancient  wooden ones of the Inuit people, whose lives were dependent on them.  They fished 

and hunted in the frigid waters from the narrow enclosed wooden boats.

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2


Greenland is divided into five separate 
sections called municipal areas.  

Nuuk is the largest city in Greenland and 
is in the municipality of Sermersooq.  

Greenland is large in terms of land, and 
by contrast has a very small number of 
people.  In 2013, in the whole country 

there were only 56,370 people.

Small settlements of people live along the 
warmer western coast. People do not live 

inland where it is permanently frozen.

Even though Nuuk is the largest city in 
Greenland (see the photo), it is still tiny 

compared to other large cities in the 
world!

Here is a photo of 
the main road in the 
city of Nuuk, called 
Aqqusinersuaq.

Can you try to 
pronounce that?  

What language 
is spoken in 
Greenland?

ON THE MAP!



GREENLAND SHARK
Unlike many other sharks, the Greenland Shark is mellow and virtually harmless 

to humans.  For what they lack in speed, they make up for in size: 
their top speed is only 1.6 miles per hour, but they can grow to be over 21 feet, 

making one of the world’s largest sharks.  Although they eat primarily fish, 
they have been known to dine on carcasses of large mammals 

such as polar bears, horses and reindeer.  

In Greenland and Iceland the meat of this shark is considered a delicacy.  
However, the raw flesh is poisonous, so the meat has to be prepared and cooked 
carefully.  When sled dogs accidentally eat the flesh they act drunk and cannot 

stand up, being affected by the toxic chemicals in the uncooked flesh.

Many Greenland sharks are never alone: they a have a parasite that lives in 
the eye of the shark and eats it!   

Although it is unclear how long these sharks live, it is speculated that 
they can survive for several hundred years, maybe longer than any other animal.

This guy can grow to be over 21 feet long!



GREENLAND

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define 

these words!

parasite
carcass

scavenger
adaptation

dorsal
pectoral
predator
lifespan

apex
bioluminescent

ectotherm

SPELLING WORDS 

frigid
snout
gills

cornea
tissue

delicacy
legend
curious

poisonous
docile

GREENLAND 
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, 
BOTH LANDFORMS AND WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE 
TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR
THE GREENLAND SHARK!

GREENLAND SHARK
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GREENLAND SHARK



At right is TUNDRA
vegetation along the huge 
inlet of Scoresby Sund, East 
Greenland.  Below are Ice 
formations a fjord that is 
connected to Scoresby Sund.  
This area, like all of 
Greenland, has ARCTIC 
CLIMATE. 

In Eastern Greenland in bright 
sunny August, the average 
high temperature is about 1 
degree Celsius.  In the dark 
winter, the average high 
temperature is MINUS 16 
degrees Celsius.

Can you convert these Celsius  
temperatures to our system of 
Fahrenheit?
temperatures to our system of 

In TUNDRA areas, trees do not grown due to the 
extreme cold and the short growing season.  

Vegetation is low and scrubby.  

Photos: Hannes Grobe, Creative Commons

TUNDRA!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/deed.en


TO DO!
CAPES often have intriguing names and 
histories! 

You may want to locate these on a map 
and describe them:

CAPE COD (Massachusetts)
CAPE HORN (Chile)
CAPE WRATH (Scotland)
CAPE FEAR (North Carolina)
CAPE CANAVERAL (Florida)

AROUND THE 
CAPE!

When we study physical 

geography, there are many 

terms that describe features of 

the earth. Some familiar words 

are easily recognized -- like 

DESERT, OCEAN and 

MOUNTAIN. Others terms are 

less easy to define until we 

study them, and examine what 

they look like on a map.

 A CAPE is a piece of land that 

juts out into a body of water, 

usually a sea or ocean. 

Sometimes this piece of land 

frames one side of a smaller 

body of water.

There are three famous CAPES 
in Greenland which you can see 

on the map at right!



My favorite symbols are from GREENLAND!  
Can you draw them freehand and color them?

Coat of 
Arms of 

Nuuk

Coat of Arms of 
Greenland

GREENLAND
 FLAG



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND-RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/



