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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water. An
island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a
freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.
Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland,
surrounded by salt water ocean.

The actual foundation of an island is below water. Many
islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.
Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position
on Earth. Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and
its size are determined by its location. Some islands are
uninhabited, others are home to millions of people. An
island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of
land, or it can be part of a group of islands.

Throughout history, islands have captured the
imaginations of humans. Explorers in the early history
of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands
that were yet unknown. People choose islands as a
destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to
water. People love movies about islands! Robert Louis
Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883,
is still popular today with readers around the world.
There is something very fascinating about a piece of
land that has a continuous coastline.....




D TERMS

ND THEIR DEFIN

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them,
without knowing some terms that relate to islands. Here are
just a few terms! Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water. This is usually
the tip of an extinct volcano.

COASTLINE The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the
water.

ARCHIPELAGO A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected
to mainland.

GULF A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.
BAY A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake

LAGOON A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs
or barrier islands.

BEACH Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction

A to the island of GREENLAND,
~<{@p: with guidelines about making a map, as well as
i [ some information about its
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Make a compass rose for
your map by following the

directions HERE!
I am
Professor
Earthworm (&

Greenland has a unique position in our studies of islands: it is the LARGEST island in the
world! Greenland has a large sheet of ice that covers most of it: scientists think that under
the sheet lie three large islands.

So Greenland is also unusual in that it could be an island that is made up of islands!

Greenland is located between two oceans: the Atlantic and the Arctic Oceans. Nuuk is the
capital of Greenland and is the largest city in the country. Nuuk has only about 15,500
residents. This small number of people makes it one of the smallest capital of any country in
the world! Most of the settlements of people are around the coastline areas where ice
does not cover the land. Settlers, over the centuries, came from Inuit and Danish cultures.

Greenland was and is the land of kayaks. We can trace our modern day kayaks to the
ancient wooden ones of the Inuit people, whose lives were dependent on them. They fished
and hunted in the frigid waters from the narrow enclosed wooden boats.
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5 = Greenland is divided into five separate
& ; Northeast < .\ sections called municipal areas.
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= is in the municipality of Sermersoeg.
) o Greenland is large in terms of land, and
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Here is a photo of
the main road in the
city of Nuuk, called
Aqqusinersuaq.

Can you try to
pronounce that?

What language
is spoken in
Greenland?




GREENLAND SHARK

-~ Unlike many other sharks, the Greenland Shark is mellow and virtually harmless i
to humans. For what they lack in speed, they make up for in size: |
their top speed is only 1.6 miles per hour, but they can grow to be over 21 feet,
making one of the world's largest sharks. Although they eat primarily fish,
they have been known to dine on carcasses of large mammals
such as polar bears, horses and reindeer. i

In Greenland and Iceland the meat of this shark is considered a delicacy.
However, the raw flesh is poisonous, so the meat has to be prepared and cooked
'~ carefully. When sled dogs accidentally eat the flesh they act drunk and cannot i
stand up, being affected by the toxic chemicals in the uncooked flesh.

Many Greenland sharks are never alone: they a have a parasite that lives in
the eye of the shark and eats it!
Although it is unclear how long these sharks live, it is speculated that
'F they can survive for several hundred years, maybe longer than any other animal.

y



COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP,
BOTH LANDFORMS AND WATER.

ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP!
COLOR
THE GREENLAND SHARK!

VOCABULARY WORDS
Turn your map over and define
these words!

parasite
carcass
scavenger
adaptation
dorsal
- o £ pectoral
predator
lifespan
apex
bioluminescent
ectotherm

GREENLAND SPELLING WORDS

frigid

shout
gills
cornea

tissue
delicacy
\\\\\\ legend
curious
. Ze X\

: poisonous
o ; docile

SHARK

D

GREENL
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At right is TUNDRA

vegetation along the huge
inlet of Scoresby Sund, East
Greenland. Below are Ice
formations a fjord that is
connected to Scoresby Sund.
This area, like all of
Greenland, has ARCTIC
CLIMATE.

In Eastern Greenland in bright
sunny August, the average
high temperature is about 1
degree Celsius. In the dark
winter, the average high
temperature is MINUS 16
degrees Celsius.

Can you convert these Celsius
temperatures to our system o
Fahrenheit?

Photos: Hannes Grobe, Creative Commons
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Cape Morris Jesup

Nordestrundingen
When we study physical

geography, there are many
terms that describe features of
the earth. Some familiar words
are easily recognized -- like
DESERT, OCEAN and
MOUNTAIN. Others terms are
less easy to define until we
study them, and examine what
they look like on a map.

Ullersuaq
(Cape Alexander)

A CAPE is a piece of land that
juts out into a body of water,
usually a sea or ocean.
Sometimes this piece of land
frames one side of a smaller
body of water.

Uummannarsuaq
(Cape Farewell)

There are three famous CAPES
in Greenland which you can see

on the map at right!
TO |
CAPES often have intriguing names and
histories!

You may want fo locate these on a map
and describe them:

CAPE COD (Massachusetts)
CAPE HORN (Chile)

CAPE WRATH (Scotland)
CAPE FEAR (North Carolina)
CAPE CANAVERAL (Florida)
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GREENLAND
FLAG
Coat of
D Arms of
«3“‘* Nuuk

W,

Coat of Arms of
Greenland

My favorite symbols are from GREENLAND!
Can you draw them freehand and color them?

LT Ty s




in 1883, Robert Lewis
Stevenson’s exciting
book TREASURE
ISLAND was
published.
Adventure! Pirates!
Treasure and.... the
dreaded BLACK
SPOT! Stevenson
drew his own
fictional island map
when he was writing
his book to help him
envision the action
of his novel. You can
see his map at right!
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The Mysterious Island
Jules Verne

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell
THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne

THE LITTLE ISLAND Golden MacDonald
ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney

ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe
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USA FEATURES

Label states and outline the regions. Each state
name has an abbreviation that you can use.
You may want to label other detalls, such as
state capitals, major cities, large lakes, etc.

Northeastern states
CT Connecticut

GREENLaND
(DENMARY)

. ARCTIC
6ceaAN

 Beaufort

: ! D AL Alabama
LY g 'l FL h
Gulf of : %K‘ne ;
Alaska abradov K mwycam
— SC South Carolina
North America is the third largest continent in TN Tennessee
terms of land area. It is located in the northem VA Virginia o
and western hemispheres. The Atlantic Ocean WV West Virginia
lies to the east and the Pacific Ocean to the
west. To the north is the Arctic Ocean. The South Central states
Caribbean Sea is to the southeast. AR Arkansas
North America has three large countries:
Canada, the United States and Mexico. In MS Mississippi
addition, the area known as Central America is OK Oklahoma
made up of seven smaller countries. There are TX Texas
many small islands in the Caribbean: some are
mm wmnTnM territories of Midwestern states
lsland in the wod, Greeniand, s 8 aritory o K8 Kaneas
the Scandinavian country of Denmark. Most MN Minnesota
geographers agree that the the most southem © 1A lowa
point of the North American continent occurs at > MO Missouri
the isthmus of Panama. IL llinois
WI Wisconsin
Within this continent, the climate varies from the || © MI Michigan
nomnmucllcrwwhdoumdm OH Ohio
American Southwest to the tropical areas of the 2 IN Indiana
American Southeast and the Caribbean. n ND North Dakota
SD South Dakota
There are many notable geographic features in -
North America. Many mountain ranges ; NE Nebraska
W“:&*mxmm N Northwestern states
in Here the most sigr ranges AK Alaska
are part of the Appalachian Mountains. There are 1D Idaho
also highlands in Labrador and the Batfin Islands. MT Montana
There are many large lakes and rivers in North OR Oregon
America. The most obvious on the map are the WA Washington
Great Lakes, which are clustered around the WY Wyoming
northern border of the United States.
Southwestern states
AZ Arizona
CA California
ACTIVITIES €O Calorado
Label the physical and political NM New Mexico
features of North America. UT Utah

Color the countries, states and
provinces with different colors.
Color the bodies of water, including
the oceans, a light blue.

Pacific state
Draw an amow in the direction of this state
HI Hawai

COUNTRIES and TERRITORIES anri s
CANADA > BUPA
agoco BODIES OF WATER exics “‘;‘:ﬂ / # BUPE
BELIZE Arctic Ocean ’i'..".'% 2 5 nare
GUATEMALA Atlantic Ocean ,‘u
EL SALVADOR Pacific Ocean
HONDURAS Gulf of Mexico £ ey : ,f,;,,,
NICARAGUA Hudson Bay g
COSTA RICA Labrador Sea
PANAMA Baffin Bay NETHERLANDS
BAHAMAS Beaufort Sea ARUBA  ANTILLES
CUBA Gulf of Alaska MOUNTAINS ‘ .S -
JMCA g‘m"c ’Souh Using the triangular ‘A ‘ g =
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC symbol shown here, draw in
PUERTO RICO Lakes and label th_o-o major rangeo. &
GREENLAND Cala Hascis Rocky Mountains
The following islands are so small | aie Orvario Sppeiachinn Mountakis MAP KEY DECORATIVE FEATURES
it may not be easy to label them! Lake Michigan Madre Oriental Color the Compass Rose and the Title.
Try your best! Lake Erie ® Captal
VIRGIN ISLANDS Lake Superior
m’gr:u?’"eo BARBUDA Great Bear Lake CANADIAN PROVINCES * City
Great Slave Lake Label these provinces.
W\m'ggua% Lake Winnepeg mnoga Edward Island &AM Mountains
MONT: w Brunswick
m{)‘c’cﬁ Rivers Newfoundland and Labrador ./ River (blue)
BARBADCS Draw in and lavel  Juebec
ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES ~ these major rivers:  pjanitohy
GRENADA many run along Nunavut
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO g::nw« e Nomwe T
ARUBA ukon Territory
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES Mississippi River B"“sr"'aco'"mb“
ST.KITTS AND NEVIS m::"" Saskatchewan Every state has official symbols, such as a state bird or state tree.

Nova Scotia Research the symbols for your state and draw them here.




