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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are 
just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an 
introduction to the GALAPAGOS ISLANDS,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



I am 
Professor 
Earthworm

Make a compass rose for
 your map by following 
the directions HERE!

THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS
The Galapagos Islands are above and below the Equator in the Pacific, so they are part 
of both Northern and Southern Hemispheres.  These islands are located 600 miles to 

the west of the country of Ecuador which they are a part of, in the continent of 
SOUTH AMERICA.  The GALAPAGOS are an archipelago of volcanic peaks.  Some 

islands are large, like Isabela, some small as rocks. Because these volcanoes are still 
erupting, small islands are still being formed! 

Much of their flora and fauna of the Galapagos are unique, found nowhere else on earth.  
The scientist Charles Darwin traveled there in his boat The Beagle in 1835.  He studied 
many species and developed his famous theories of evolution.  There are marine iguanas, 

sea turtles, many kinds of amazing tropical birds, sea lions, whales and dolphins, 
to name a few! 

 Many native animals were lost when the Europeans introduced other more aggressive 
animals.  Whalers drove a species of large tortoise extinct when they captured them 

for food and their precious oil.  Fur-seals were driven almost to extinction by traders.  
Today the Galapagos is protected: scientists are working to restore the numbers of 

small colonies of creatures, and to maintain the ones that are still active and numerous!  

http://cartocraze.com/file/display/how-to-draw-a-compass-rose_2
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The white DOT on this projection of the Earth shows exactly 
where the Galapagos Islands are.  

This kind of picture of Earth is called an ORTHOGRAPHIC PROJECTION.  

An orthographic projection is a way of showing the shape of a round object on a 
flat surface.  You can see that the curved lines -- in this case lines of LONGITUDE 

-- show the Earth’s roundness!

What is the nearest continent to the Galapagos and
 in whatdirection does it lie? If you look at a larger map, can you tell 

what country in Central America is directly NORTH of the Galapagos Islands?
If you were to sail a ship due WEST, what country would you reach first?

ON THE MAP!



Blue Footed 
Booby

The Blue Footed Booby is 
a large seabird known for its 
unusual bright blue feet.  The 

largest population is on the 
Galapagos Islands but other 

colonies are along 
eastern Pacific coastlines 
as far north as California.  

Their name originates from 
the Spanish word “bobo” which 
means clown. The first people 

who saw these birds 
remarked on their goofy 

way of strutting, and their 
unexpected confidence 

around humans!

Although clumsy on land, the 
boobies are graceful and 

powerful flyers,  
known to perform 

aerial stunts.  They can dive 
mid-flight into the ocean from 

heights of 80 feet,
at the remarkable speed of 

60 miles per hour!

These carnivorous birds feed 
on fish, such as anchovies, 
sardines and flying fish.  

This diet might be responsible 
for their blue feet.  

Males and females can be 
differentiated easily: 

males have smaller pupils, 
lighter colored feet and are 
smaller in size than females.  

I’ll stay out of the way!



VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and define 

these words!

pigmentation
incubation
cooperative

raucous
ritual

carnivore
brood

wingspan
colony
plunge
flock
strut

diverse

SPELLING WORDS 
seabird
clumsy
fearless
foolish
dancing
whistle
diver

webbed
spiky

striking
recognizable

flight
grunt

GALAPAGOS
 ISLANDS

GALAPAGOS 
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH LANDFORMS AND WATER.
  ADD A COMPASS ROSE TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR THE BLUE FOOTED BOOBY! Blue Footed Booby
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Blue Footed Booby



Perhaps the most famous visitor to the 
Galapagos islands was Charles Darwin in 
1835, three hundred years after the first 

Westerner.  
He studied the natural wonders of the 

islands and the unique traits of the 
animals.  From what he learned, he created 

his now well-know theory of evolution. 

This larger-than-life-size Charles Darwin 
statue can be seen in the big lobby of in the 
Natural History Museum, in London.  
What do you call a work of art that is 
carved from stone?  
What is a painting of a famous person called 
and how is it different from the art shown 
here? 

PAST AND PRESENT: Visitors to the Galapagos
A Spanish Bishop was the first person to record a visit to the Galapagos Islands in the 
year 1535 when his boat was blown off course on his way to Peru.  There were no human 
settlers at the time.  Remnants of earlier visitors have been found since then, making 
scientists believe that native South American people might have visited or lived on the 
islands in the past.   Pirates and whalers were early visitors to the islands, stopping on 
their route to other places.

Charles Darwin

Photo: Patche99z, Creative COmmons
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MEET THE NATIVES!
Many tourists visit the Galapagos today.  

Although visitors love exploring the islands, this has also caused problems, which 
you can read about in this article from the New York Times newspaper.

Please write a little essay about these things:

What makes people want to visit the Galapagos, and how do they get there? 
What are some of the most interesting animals that you 
would like to see if you could visit?
What are the threats visitors present that are endangering the islands today and 
who is in charge of monitoring these problems?

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/24/travel/24galapagos.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/10/24/travel/24galapagos.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0


In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
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