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DESERT

Deserts are the driest places on Earth.  Even though we tend to think of deserts as torrid 
sand covered locations, these geographic areas can also be bitterly cold.  

Humans have always found it challenging to live in desert environments, and have lived at 
the outer edges of many deserts where agriculture and raising of animals is possible.  Often  
people who live in arid areas are forced to be nomads, moving from place to place to take 
advantage of seasonal weather.  A surprising number of plants and animals have adapted 
to the harsh inhospitable conditions of both hot and cold deserts.   

The surface of a 
desert can be 
formed of sand, 
ice, small stones 
or large rocks. 

The definition of 
a desert is that it  
receives less 
than 10 inches 
of precipitation 
a year: that 
precipitation 
can be either 
rain or snow.  



DESERT TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS

These terms and their definitions will help you to understand some of the aspect of desert areas. 

DESERT A region that receives very low amounts of precipitation.

HOT DESERT  A region with very high temperatures, a great deal of evaporation of moisture, and 
often high winds, conditions that are inhospitable for life.

COLD DESERTS
1. A COLD DESERT region is often separated from the ocean or body of water by a mountain range  

which blocks weather systems that produce moisture.  The area beyond the mountain range  
remains very dry.  Often this a called a “Rain Shadow” and can affect cold as well as hot deserts.

2. A POLAR DESERT has moisture carried away by high winds and there are snow dunes instead of 
sand dunes.  

SAND Small dry particles of minerals and rock that are part of many hot deserts which form dunes.  

DUNE  Masses of sand or snow that are moved and shaped by weather, wind and gravity.

The following presentation is an introduction to the GOBI DESERT, 
one of Earth’s great deserts, with some information about 
mapping, geography, people and animals of its surrounding area. 



GOBI DESERT
The Gobi Desert is a vast desert in China, 1,000 miles long east to 
west and 600 miles from north to south.  The name of the desert 
is a Mongolian word meaning “a place without water.”  This fifth 

largest desert in the world is situated in central ASIA, in 
southeast Mongolia and northern China.  Unlike many deserts, this 

one is not sandy but primarily rock.  Remains of ancient people 
from the Neolithic and Paleolithic ages have been found in the 

rock and stone of the Gobi, as well as fossils of ancient dinosaurs.  



Photo: Velociraptor, Wyoming Dinosaur Center, Creative Commons

What was the earth like during the time when the Velociraptor lived? 
What kind of terrain was there, and what were the flora and fauna?
Was the GOBI desert even a DESERT in Cretaceous period?    

The Gobi is known for the dinosaur remains that have been found there.  
Fossilized remains of the Velociraptor dinosaur have been discovered by archaeologists, as well 
as other kinds of prehistoric animals.  This prehistoric creature lived over 70 million years ago in 

what is called the Cretaceous period.  

CREATURES IN THE SAND!
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Marbled Polecat
The marbled polecat is found in the Gobi desert. Contrary to their name, these animals are not cats, but 

rather are closely related to weasels and otters. Marbled polecats can be distinguished by their dark 
brown and black hoods, white striped faces, and yellow and brown speckled torsos. They are timid 

creatures and only come out at night and dawn. Due to their poor eyesight.  They rely almost solely on 
their sense of smell to find prey (including rodents, reptiles, birds and insects). When threatened, it 

releases a fowl smelling secretion from a sac below its tail. These polecats are close to being endangered 
and steps are being taken to prevent further population decline. Currently, they are protected from being 

captured, killed, or traded.



Marbled Polecat
POLECAT 

VOCABULARY

elusive
solitary
paws

secretions
aggressive
carnivore

litter
muzzle
patches
smelly

markings
excavating

dens
shrill

POLECAT SPELLING

mammal
limbs
fur

shrill
shriek
pelt

grunt
muzzle
mottled
eyesight 
solitary
hissing

rumbling



Marbled Polecat



On this cropped section of our full map of CHINA (see the full 

map on the last page of this file), you can see the positioning of 

the Gobi Desert in relation to the great rivers of 

China and the GREAT WALL.

The Great Wall of China almost looks like a river on this 
map.  
How long is the Great Wall?  When was it built?  Where 
does it cross the Yellow River and what cities are at these 
points?  

On The Map!



This map shows the route traders along the SILK ROADS traveled south of the Taklamakan Desert, and to the south of the Gobi 
Desert.   Do some research to be able to draw in the route traders took north of the Taklamakan Desert, through Mongolia.

SILK ROAD!



The Golden 
Dream of Carlo 
Chuchio 
by Lloyd Alexander
The young adventurer 
Carlo Chuchio 
encounters many 
curious people while 
seeking hidden 
treasure on the Road 
of Golden Dreams in 
the desert. 
With Baksheesh, the 
world's worst camel-
puller, Carlo leads a 
caravan through the 
realm of Keshavar and 
risks his life for a 
prize that may not 
even exist.  

A girl and her mother plan a walking trip 
through the southwestern desert of the USA.

THE DESERT IS THEIRS
by Byrd Baylor
A prize-winner that describes 
flora and fauna of the 
southwestern American desert.  

DESERT MAMMALS 
by Elaine Landau
Students can learn more 
about all the 
animals that thrive in desert 
environments.

DESERT READING!

WARRIORS AND WAILERS: 
ONE HUNDRED ANCIENT CHINESE JOBS YOU 
MIGHT HAVE RELISHED OR REVILED
by Sarah Tsiang

A fact-filled introduction, index, and timeline make this 
book perfect for research projects, while the humorous 
illustrations keep it fun!








