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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An 

island can be as tiny as a spot of land at the center of a 

freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  

Alternately, it can be very large, like Greenland, 

surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many 

islands in the deep ocean are the tips of volcanoes.  

Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position 

on Earth.  Its temperature, climate, flora and fauna and 

its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An 

island can be isolated and far away from other pieces of 

land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the 

imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the early history 

of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands 

that were yet unknown.  People choose islands as a 

destination, to relax in areas that have easy access to 

water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis 

Stevenson’s book TREASURE ISLAND, published in 1883, 

is still popular today with readers around the world.   

There is something very fascinating about a piece of 

land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!

It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, without 
knowing some terms that relate to islands.  Here are just a few 
terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually 
the tip of an extinct volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the 
water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand 
parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected 
to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs 
or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles 
made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the CANARY ISLANDS

with guidelines about making a map, as well as 
some information about its 

geography, people and animals. 



I am
Professor Earthworm

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

The Canary Islands are part of the country of SPAIN.  You might be surprised 
that the Canary Islands are over 1000 miles away from mainland Spain!  They are 
just a little over 62 miles away from where Morocco meets the Western Sahara.

Thirteen volcanic islands form this group, and have subtropical climate. They are 
very mountainous for the most part, with some fertile valleys between the 

mountains.  Spain’s highest peak lies here on the island of Tenerife: Pico de Tiede, 
and it is 12,198 feet high.  It is the third largest volcano on earth!   Many tourists 
are attracted to to the  many national parks, beaches and water attractions.  To 

travel from island to island, tourists and islanders use ferry boats. 

CANARY ISLANDS

I am 
Professor Earthworm!

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!
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Image: Miguillen, Creative Commons

This map shows where the Canary Islands 
are in relation to 

other geographic features  

1. Can you name the countries and continents 
that are shown in this image?  

2. What bodies of water are shown here? 

3. What is the name of the area where the 
two major bodies of water meet? 

ON THE MAP!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en


CANARY
Popular as pets for their gorgeous bright yellow coloring and 

melodious song, canaries originated in the wild on the Canary Islands.  
They can live up to an age of eight in the wild.  

An adaptive creature, the canary can survive in many different 
habitats, including forests and woodlands.

These birds are herbivores and forage for seeds and flower buds.  
At certain times of the year, the canaries congregate in flocks 

containing hundreds of individuals.  Luckily there
 are few threats to this species and they are not 

in danger of extinction.  Although you might think the islands are 
named after this common bird, it is the opposite -- 

the bird is named for the islands.

I’d better watch out!



CANARY ISLANDS

VOCABULARY WORDS 
Turn your map over and 

define these words!

wingspan
undertail
juvenile
plumage

interbreed
dunes
forest
forage

domesticate
incubation

fledge
subtropical

ferry

SPELLING 
WORDS 

belly
dull

bright
yellow
finch
song

clutch
mine

singing
beak

fertile
mainland
whistle

Canary Islands 
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE MAP, BOTH 
LANDFORMS AND WATER.

 
 ADD A COMPASS ROSE 
TO YOUR MAP!  COLOR

THE CANARY BIRD!

CANARY
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The term “FLORA AND FAUNA” is a descriptive term that refers to plants 
and animals of an area.  

So, the plant Echium Rubra (above) and the Loggerhead turtle (below) 
are examples of the flora and fauna of the Canary Islands.

FLORA 
AND 

FAUNA!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/deed.en
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WHISTLING LANGUAGE
One of the most interesting aspects of life in the Canary Islands comes 

from the smallest island of La Gomera.  People “speak” across the rocky 
terrain using an ancient whistled language called “Silbo Gomero”.  

See this video from the BBC which shows how kids are required to 
learn the language in school to keep the tradition alive!

There are narrow valleys and ravines on the island of Gomera 
island which makes it difficult to get around.  Over the centuries, a 
very special whistling language evolved, called Silbo Gomera.  This 

system of whistling is a real language, and has allowed herders 
and peasants to communicate with each other over distances.  

This language is only used on this island, although there are other 
places in the world where whistling is used as well.  

The mountain named Pico del Teide can be seen, in the distance, 
from the island of Gomera.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-20953138
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-20953138


In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting 
book TREASURE 
ISLAND was 
published.  
Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the 
dreaded BLACK 
SPOT!    Stevenson 
drew his own 
fictional island map 
when he was writing 
his book to help him 
envision the action 
of his novel. You can 
see his map at right!

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell

THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne
THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald

ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney
ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe

ISLAND READING LIST!

CLASSIC ISLAND-RELATED BOOKS



Make your own TREASURE MAP!.....

Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he 
wrote his novel TREASURE ISLAND, you can 

design your own fictional map and write a story 
about it!  Here is an example of a map someone 

made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP! COMPLETED 
MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
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