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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water.  An island can be as tiny as a spot of 

land at the center of a freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants.  Alternately, it 

can be very large, like Greenland, surrounded by salt water ocean.  

The actual foundation of an island is below water.  Many islands in the deep ocean are the 

tips of volcanoes.  Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position on Earth.  Its temperature, 

climate, flora and fauna and its size are determined by its location.  Some islands are 

uninhabited, others are home to millions of people.   An island can be isolated and far 

away from other pieces of land, or it can be part of a group of islands.  

Throughout history, islands have captured the imaginations of humans.  Explorers in the 

early history of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands that were yet 

unknown.  People choose islands as a destination, to relax in areas that have easy access 

to water.  People love movies about islands!  Robert Louis Stevenson’s book TREASURE 

ISLAND, published in 1883, is still popular today with readers around the world.   There 

is something very fascinating about a piece of land that has a continuous coastline.....

ISLANDS



ISLAND TERMS AND THEIR DEFINITIONS!
It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them, 
without knowing some terms that relate to islands.  
Here are just a few terms!  Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND  An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL  A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water.  This is usually the tip of an extinct 
volcano.  

COASTLINE  The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the water.

ARCHIPELAGO  A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND  An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand parallel to a coastline.

PENINSULA  A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected to mainland.

GULF  A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY  A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake 

LAGOON  A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs or barrier islands.

BEACH  Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to 
the islands of the ALEUTIAN ISLANDS,

with guidelines about making a map, as well as some 
information about its geography, people and animals. 



Professor Earthworm

Make a compass rose for 
your map by following the 

directions HERE!

ALEUTIAN ISLANDS
The Aleutians are a long chain of volcanic 

islands, stretching for 1,200 miles.  
The Aleutians divide the northern Pacific 
Ocean and the Bering Sea.  There are 14 

larger islands and 57 small ones. There are 
also 57 volcanoes!  They are part of the 

state of Alaska, and the western islands in 
the chain stretch towards the Russian 

Kamchatka Peninsula. 

Scientists have a theory that the 
Aleutians were once formed a land bridge, 
and were not divided by water.  This might 
have allowed ancient people from ASIA to 

walk across to the continent 
of NORTH AMERICA.

There are only about 8,200 people in all 
the islands.  They are called the Aleuts.  

In the Aleutians, a small city called 
Unalaska holds more than half that number 

of people in all the islands combined!  
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Lines of latitude encircle 
the globe.  

As we look at this projection 
of the Earth map, we can see 
lines of longitude merging 

at the North Pole.  

Looking down on the North 
Pole, we can see the 

continent of Asia to the 
west and the continent of 
North America to the east.  

The RED DOT makes it clear 
exactly where the Aleutian 

Islands are located.  Research 
on a more detailed map (maybe 

in an atlas?) to find the 
longitude and latitude lines that 

form the area where most of 
the Aleutian Islands are 

located.

ON THE MAP!



Whiskered Auklet
The Whiskered Auklet is found exclusively around the Aleutian Islands.  

This small scarlet-beaked seabird is characterized by white plumes or whiskers 
around its face.  The whiskers do more than give the Auklet a unique appearance: 

they help the bird sense their surroundings in the dark.

The Auklet is one of the rarest species of seabirds and its behavior is hard to study since it 
is secretive and nocturnal.  These whiskered Auklets do not build nests, 

but instead use the rock crevices of the island for socializing and egg-laying.   

I canʼt swim!!!!



VOCABULARY 
WORDS 

Turn your map over and 
define these words!

seabird
theory
plumage
specimen
incubation
colonies
whiskers

tidal
krill
diet

abundant
widespread
nocturnal
behavior

land bridgeSPELLING 
WORDS 

forage
rocky

crevice
zooplankton

chatter
molt

vulnerable
cavity
ledge

confident
migration

Aleutian Islands
PRINT THIS PAGE:

 COLOR AND LABEL THE 
MAP, LANDFORMS AND 

WATER.

 ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP! 

COLOR
THE WHISKERED AUKLET!

Whiskered Auklet
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WHISKERED AUKLET



Photo: United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

TUXEDO CLUB
OF THE ALEUTIANS!

We found it curious that these 
Aleutians creatures are colored in 

Black and white, reminding us of fancy 
tuxedos!  

Whiskered 
Auklet

Horned Puffins

KILLER WHALES

Can you write a short story that 
has these animals as characters? 
Your story can be comical or 
serious, but make it interesting by 
describing the the location, the 
look of your characters and create 
a plot that makes them all share 
an experience!  You can use our 
title, or make up one of your own!



In 1883, Robert Lewis 
Stevenson’s exciting book 
TREASURE ISLAND was 
published.  Adventure!  Pirates!  
Treasure and.... the dreaded 
BLACK SPOT!    Stevenson drew 
his own fictional island map 
when he was writing his book to 
help him envision the action of 
his novel. You can see his map 
at right!

ISLAND READING LIST!
TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson

ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell
THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne

THE LITTLE ISLAND  Golden MacDonald
ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney

ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe



Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he wrote his novel TREASURE 
ISLAND, you can design your own fictional map and write a story about it!  
Here is an example of a map someone made using our TREASURE MAP!

BLANK MAP!

COMPLETED MAP!

Make your own 
TREASURE MAP!

http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/
http://mapofthemonth.com/site/products/treasure-map/





