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An island is a piece of land surrounded by water. An island can be as tiny as a spot of
land at the center of a freshwater lake, only large enough for a few plants. Alternately, it 8%, L o, ."'
can be very large, like Greenland, surrounded by salt water ocean.

The actual foundation of an island is below water. Many islands in the deep ocean are the
tips of volcanoes. Other islands emerge from the Continental Shelf.

The topography of an island is influenced by its position on Earth. Its temperature,

climate, flora and fauna and its size are determined by its location. Some islands are '
uninhabited, others are home to millions of people. An island can be isolated and far | .’
away from other pieces of land, or it can be part of a group of islands.

Throughout history, islands have captured the imaginations of humans. Explorers in the
early history of the civilized world risked their lives to visit islands that were yet
unknown. People choose islands as a destination, to relax in areas that have easy access
to water. People love movies about islands! Robert Louis Stevenson’s book TREASURE
ISLAND, published in 1883, is still popular today with readers around the world. There
is something very fascinating about a piece of land that has a continuous coastline.....



AND THEIR DEF
It is impossible to talk about islands, or learn about them,

without knowing some terms that relate to islands.
Here are just a few terms! Can you come up with other terms?

DESERT ISLAND An island not inhabited by humans.

ATOLL A coral reef shaped like a circle or ring and is filled with water. This is usually the tip of an extinct
volcano.

COASTLINE The land along the outer edge of an island, where the land meets the water.

ARCHIPELAGO A chain or group of islands

BARRIER ISLAND An island formed of dunes, made of flat or lumpy areas of sand parallel to a coastline.
PENINSULA A piece of land that is surrounded by water on three sides but connected to mainland.

GULF A large bay that is connected to the ocean or larger body of water.

BAY A large indentation on a coastline that is connected to an ocean or lake

LAGOON A shallow body of water separated from a larger body of water by coral reefs or barrier islands.

BEACH Land along the coast of an ocean, sea, lake, or river consisting of loose particles made of sand or rock.

The following presentation is an introduction to
the islands of the ALEUTIAN ISLANDS,
with guidelines about making a map, as well as some
information about its geography, people and animals.
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Make a compass rose for
your map by following the

Professor Earthworm directions HERE!

T

The Aleutians are a long chain of volcanic
islands, stretching for 1,200 miles.
The Aleutians divide the northern Pacific
Ocean and the Bering Sea. There are 14
larger islands and 57 small ones. There are
also 57 volcanoes! They are part of the
state of Alaska, and the western islands in
the chain stretch fowards the Russian
Kamchatka Peninsula.

Scientists have a theory that the
Aleutians were once formed a land bridge,
and were not divided by water. This might
have allowed ancient people from ASIA to

walk across to the continent
of NORTH AMERICA.

There are only about 8,200 people in all
the islands. They are called the Aleuts.
In the Aleutians, a small city called
Unalaska holds more than half that number
of people in all the islands combined!
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Lines of latitude encircle
the globe.

As we look at this projection
of the Earth map, we can see
lines of longitude merging
at the North Pole.

Looking down on the North
Pole, we can see the
continent of Asia to the
west and the continent of
North America to the east.

The RED DOT makes it clear
exactly where the Aleutian
Islands are located. Research

on a more detailed map (maybe
in an atlas?) to find the
longitude and latitude lines that

wa form the area where most of
the Aleutian Islands are
located.



| can’t swim!!!!

d Auklet

The Whiskered Auklet is found exclusively around the Aleutian Islands.
This small scarlet-beaked seabird is characterized by white plumes or whiskers
around its face. The whiskers do more than give the Auklet a unique appearance:
they help the bird sense their surroundings in the dark.

‘, The Auklet is one of the rarest species of seabirds and its behavior is hard to study since it §
" is secretive and nocturnal. These whiskered Auklets do not build nests, ‘
but instead use the rock crevices of the island for socializing and egg-laying.
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ALEUTIAN ISLANDS

SPELLING

forage
rocky
crevice
zooplankton
chatter
molt
vulnerable
cavity
ledge
confident
migration

Aleutian islands

PRINT THIS PAGE:
COLOR AND LABEL THE
MAP, LANDFORMS AND

WATER.

ADD A COMPASS ROSE
TO YOUR MAP!
COLOR
THE WHISKERED AUKLET!

Auklet

VOCABULARY
WORDS

Turn your map over and
define these words!

seabird
theory
plumage
specimen
incubation
colonies
whiskers
tidal
krill
diet
abundant
widespread
nocturnal
behavior
land bridge
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WHISKERED AUKLET



We found it curious that these
Aleutians creatures are colored in
Black and white, reminding us of fancy
tuxedos!

Can you write a short story that

has these animals as characters?
Your story can be comical or
serious, but make it interesting by
describing the the location, the
look of your characters and create
a plot that makes them all share
an experience! You can use our
title, or make up one of your own!

Photo: United States Fish and Wildlife Service.

KILLER WHALES
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The Mysterious Island
Jules Verne

in 1883, Robert Lewis
Stevenson's exciting book
TREASURE ISLAND was

ROBINSON
CRUSOE

WELITTLE
ISLAND

Ly
-

published. Adventure! Pirates! {

Treasure and.... the dreaded
BLACK SPOTI!

Stevenson drew
his own fictional island map 17 A
when he was writing his book to : S

help him envision the action of

his novel. You can see his map : y

at right!
r

41
2t
F3AY

Chtors Ladive. ¥ B A w2 Bharrts Lonell
T —— I

’ o
U
-

-~ i’ gf {Patad’y e =2
Yo g el adioad evvt By, Eelmuelins

TREASURE ISLAND Robert Louis Stevenson
ISLAND OF THE BLUE DOLPHINS Scott O’Dell
THE MYSTERIOUS ISLAND Jules Verne

THE LITTLE ISLAND Golden MacDonald
ISLAND BOY Barbara Cooney

ROBINSON CRUSOE Daniel Defoe



Make your own
AP
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Just as Robert Louis Stevenson did when he wrote his novel TREASURE
ISLAND, you can design your own fictional map and write a story about it!
Here is an example of a map someone made using our TREASURE MAP!

APLETED MAP!
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Boundary Lines:
Why are they drawn differently?

A 08I e shiowe ol coos! Oraomine. § Welcome to Alaskal Alaska is the state with the most
ond ae ) land area in the United States. Located in the
northwestemn corner of North America, Alaska shares
its eastern boundary with the country of Canada. The
R BH i , 4 Arctic Ocean lies to the north, the Pacific Ocean to
5 : the south. The country of Russia is only fifty-one miles
: ' 3 from Alaska to the west, across the Bering Strait.

LSA(AMO)WCU\OOOO‘\GNUSA
ond Russia.

TOPOGRAPHICAL REGIONS: Within Alaska there are four
major areas with very different characteristics. Here is a
description of them, from north to south.

Arctic Slope Area: North of the Brooks Mountain range, within the
Arctic Circle. This area Is barren and sparsely populated, extremely
cold during the long sunless winter months. Vast oil and natural gas
reserves are located beneath the surface of this region.

Brooks Mountain Range: Massive mountain range running west to
east, just north of the Arctic Circle. These mountains divide the
Arctic Slope area from the Central region.

Central Reglon: Flatter and lower than the two mountain ranges to
the north and south. There are many hills and valleys, with forests,
lakes and wetlands. Alm:ngeryootd,pomofmuregloncreweu
populated. ThelongYukoanvef flowing from Canada into the
Bering Seaq, divides this region.

Pacific Mountain Area: Mountainous southern area extends from
the eastem panhandie to the westem Aleutian Iskands. There are
high coastal mountains in the panhandle area. The Alaskan Range
and ~ ; at the center includes the highest point in North America, Mount
resources of Alaska. , | sl 4 % McKinley. The lower Aleutian Range lies to the west, covering the

Seward’s Folly
Midnight Sun
Denali
Iditarod Trail
Eskimos
Aleuts ¢ » /@ Kenai
panhandle 3

strait e 5 Sewar,d

time zone Al W' o;‘= VYA / >
glacier Z : i
fiord 73 YaKutet £

0 L4
permafrost ‘ Sl ¢ & e Cartographic Activities **3
tundra \ R - This map shows the political boundaries and coastline of Alaska. Some
bay \ / A details have already been drawn and labelled on the map. There are
S many more detalls that you, as a cartographer, can add. Refer o an

peninsula E i ed pencils and be as neat as
el { *4 kodhkomsorencyck)pedla Use colored pe possible.

plateau ' > N N " 5 ) ‘ 1. Coasfiine: Shade a 1/4 inch to 1/2 inch strip of blue along the coastiine, including the Islands.
climate ) |\ 5\ already been drawn In and labelled. Draw and label
hot springs
oil reserve
petroleum
fishery
mining
agriculture
forestry
statehood 0 ’ —
s Kenal « Ketchikan
\ . + Nome * Kodliak
6. Alaskan Pipeline: Oil flows through the Pipeline from Prudhoe Bay In the north to Valdez in the south.
Using a red pencil, draw the path of the pipeline.
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FORGET-ME-NOT

Because of alack of space, the full extension of the Aleutian Islands State -F'awu’
IaoevmoptoseehowmeseldandsextendtomewestmmeleeoPmlnfomeM\gSec
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Alaska

North America is the third continent in
torms of land area. It is located in the northem
The

fies 1o the east and the Pacific Ocean o the
west. To the north is the Asctic Ocean. The
Cariboan Sea is 10 the scutheast.

Within this continent, the climate varies from the
nerthom arctic regons 1o the deserts of the
American Southwest to the tropical areas of the
Amarican Southeast and the Cantbean.

§ .
North America. Many mountain ranges
extend akong the wostorn areas from Alaska 1o
Panama. In the east, the land tends 10 be lower
in elevation. Here the most significant ranges
aro pant of the Appalachian Mountains. There are
also highlands

In Labrador and the Battin Istands.

America. The mast obvious on the map are the
Groat Lakes, which are clustered around the
northem border of tho Unted States.

ACTIVITIES

USA
MEXICO
BELIZE
GUATEMALA
EL SALVADOR
HONDURAS
NICARAGUA
COSTA RICA
PANAMA Baffin Bay
BAHAMAS Beaufort Sea
cuBA “d“; MOUNTAINS A

‘G ing the triangular
mw REPUBLIC Qo symbol shown here, draw in
PUBRTO FICO Lakaa and label these major rangos.
GREENLAND (i Hizon. Rocky Mountains
The following islands are so small |\ oo Appslachian Mountaing
it may not be easy to label them! |y penigan Sioma Madre Oriental
Try your best! Lake Erie
VIRGIN ISLANOS Lake Superior
ANTIGUA JOA Lake CANADIAN PROVINCES
GUADALUPE Groat Stave Lake Label these provinces.
AT Lake Winnepeg Prince Edward Island

Brunswick
T, Rivers Newloundiand and Labrador
- Quebec
BARBADOS Oraw In and label  Gnigro
ST. VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  these major rivers:  pianiohg
GRENADA m run along Nunavut
et Ohio River Yukon Territory
NETHERLANDS ANTILLES Mississippi River British Columbia
ST.KITTS AND NEVIS Mssouri River Abeta
Yukon River

Saskatchewan
Nova Scota

Map of the Month
© copyright 2004, Map of the Month, East Side Station, P.O. Box 2484, Providence, Rl 02906-0484
m

Visit us at www.mapofthemonth.cos

USA FEATURES

Label states and outline the reglons. Each state
name

GREENLAND
(mwmt)

Labrador

Pacific state
Oriw a0 anow in he Grecton of Bis state
Hi Hawai

ANT 6UA
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DECORATIVE FEATURES
Color the Compass Rose and the Titke.

Every state has official symbols, such as a state bird or state tree.
Resoarch the symbols for your state and draw them here.




